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OR THE 
PAR ALL BE 
OF THE 
FRENCH HOLY-LEAGUE, 
AND THE 


Englifh League and Covenant, 
Turn’d into a Seditious Libel again{t the 
KING and his Royat Hicuness, 
Thomas Hunt and the Authors of the Reflections upon 
the Pretended Parallel in the Play called — 

The DUKE of GUISE, 


Written by Mr. DRYDEN. 
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Intattum Pallanta: & chm {polia iffa, diemq; 
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LONDON, 


Printed for Sfacob Tonfon at the Fudges Head in Chancery-L ane, 
mear Fleerfreet, MD CLX XXIII. 
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WN the Year of His Maje(ty’s Happy Reftauration, 
|. the Firft Play I undertook was the Duke of Guife, 




























fas the Faire(t way, which the Ad of Indempnity had 
=~ then left us, of fetting forth the Rzfe of the Late Re- 

belfion sand by Exploding the Villanies of it upon the 

Stage, to Precaution Pofterity again{t the Like Errors. 

As This was my Farft E/fzy 3 fo it met. with the For- 
tune of an Oxfinifht Pieces that is tofay, It was Damn’d 
in Private, by the Advice of fome Friends to wham I 
fhewed it; who freely told me, that it was an Excellent 
Subje& 3 but not fo Artificially wrought, as;they .could 
have wifhd: And now let my Enemies make. their Bett 
of This Confeflion. a | 

The Sceze of the Duke. of Guife's Returz to Parzs, ae 
AGAINST the King’s Pofttive Comnand, was then 
written; [have the Copy. of it ftill by, me, almoft. the 
fame which it now remains, being taken Verbatzwout of 
Davila: For where the Acfion is. Remarkable, and the 
very words Related, the Peet is not at liberty.to change 
them muchs-and if he will be adding any thing for Or- 
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2 The Vindication of 


wament, it ought to be wholly of apiece. This do I take 
for a. fufficient Juftification of that Scene, unle& they 
will make the pretended Parallel tobe a Prophecy, as well 
asa Parallel of Accidents, that were twenty years after to 
come, Neither do I find that they can fuggeft the leaft 
colour for’t in any other part of the Tragedy. 

But now comes the main, Objection, Why wae it fropt: 
then ¢ To which] fhall render this juft Account, with all: 
due Refpects to thofe who were the Occafion of it, | 

Upon a wandering Rumour (which I will divide be- 
twixt Malice and Miftake) that fome Great Perfons were 
reprefented or perfonated in it, the Matter was com- 
plain’d of to my Lord Chaveberlain ; who,thereupon, ap- 
pointed the Play to be brought to. him, and prohibited 
the Acting of it till further Order; commanding me, after 
this, to wait upon his Lordthip; which I did, and hum-. — 
bly defir'd him to compare the Play with the Eijftory, 
from whence the Subje@ was taken, referring to the Firft 
Scene of the Fourth Ad, whereupon the Exception was. 
grounded, and leaving Davila (the Original) with his 
Lordthip. This was before Midjzmmer and about two 
Months after, I receiv’d the Play back again. from, his 

‘Lordfhip , but without any pofitive Order whether it 
fhould be Acted or zot; neither was Mr. Lee or wey fof 
any+ way folicitous about it: But this indeed I ever {ij 
That it was intended for the King’s Service; and h& Ma- 
jefty was the belt Fudge, whether it anfwer'd that End 
or nos and that T reckon‘d it my duty to fubmit, if his 
Majefty, forany Reafon whatfoever, {hould deem it unfit 
for the Stage. In the enterim, a {trict Scrutiny was made, 
and xo Parallel of the Great Perfon defign'd, cowd be 
made out. Butthis Puth failing, there were immediately 
farted fome terrible Infinuations, that the Perjéx of his 
Majesty was reprefénted under that of Henry the Third 
which if they could have found out, would have concli- 
ded, perchance, not only inthe ftopping of the Play, but 
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the Duke of Guile. y 
in the hanging up of the Poets. But fo it was, that his 
Majelty’s Wifdom and ‘Fustice, acquitted both the Ove, 
and the Other 3 and when the Play zt felf was. almott 
forgotten, there were Orders given for the Afixg of it. 

Thisis Matter of Fas and 1 have the Honour of fo 
Great Witnefles to the truth of what] have deliver’d, that 
it willneed no other Appeal. As to the Expofing of any 
Perfon living, our innocency -is fo clear, that it is almost 
unneceflary to fay, Lt mas not in my Thought, and as far 
as any one Man can vouch for another, Ido believe it 
was as little in Mr. Lee’s. And now fince fome People 
have been fo bufie as to caft out falfe and {candalous Sur- 
mifes, how far we two agreed upon the Writing of it, I 
muft doa common Right both to Mr. Lee and my self, 
to declare publickly that it was at his earneft Defire, 
without any Solicitation of mine, that this Play was 
produced betwixt us. After the writing of Oedipus, I 
pafs’d a Promife to joyn with him in another; and he 
happend to claim the performance of that Promife, juft 
upon the finifhing of a Poem, when I would have been 
glad of a little re{pite before the undertaking of a fecond 
Task. The Perfon that pafsd betwixt us, knows this 
to be trues; and Mr. Lee himfelf} I am fure, will not 
difownit: So that I did not [ feduce hive to joyn with 
me | as the malicious Authors of the Reffecfions are 
pleas’d to call it; but Mr. Lee's Loyalty is above fo ridi- 
culows a Slander, 1 know very well, that the Town did 
ignorantly call and take this to be wy Plays but I fhall 
not arrogate to my felf the Merits of my Friend. we 
thirds of it belong’d to Aim; and then to me only the Firft 
Sceze of the Play; the whole Fourth AZ, and the firft 
half, or fomewhat wore of the Fifth. | 

The Pamphleteers, I know, do very boldly infinuate, 
that before the Acting of it, I took the whole Play to ney felf, 
but finding afterwards how ill fuccefs it had upon the Stage, 
I threw as much of it as poffibly I could upon my Fellow. 
E A 2 Now 
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4 The Vindication of 
Now here are three damn’d Lyes crowded together into a 
very little room: Firft, That I aff'd any part of it to 
my fel, which I had not written; wherein I appeal, not. 
only to my particular Acquaintance, but to the whole. 
Company of Adors, who will witnefs for me} that in all 
thé Rebearfals, never pretended to any one Scene of Mr. 
Lee's, but did him all imaginable Rught, in his title to the 
greater part of it. T hope, | may, without Vaxity, affirm 
to. the World, that I never ftood:in need of borrowing. 
another mans Reputation; and I have been as little guilty 
of the Ivjusfice, of laying claim to any thing which was, 
Hot my own. Nay, I durft almoft refer my felf to fome 
of the angry Poets on the other fide, whether I have not 
rather countenancd and alfifted. their Beginnings, than. 
binder'd them from Rifizg, The two other Falfities are, 
the 71 faeces of the Play, and my difowning it. The 
former is manifeftly without Foundation 5. for it fucceeded. 
beyond my very hopes, having been frequently Acted, 
and never without a confiderable Audience: And then’tis 
4 thoufand to one, that having vo ground, to difown it, 
i did not difomn its but the Uxiverfe to-a Nut-fbeH that. 
E did not difownit for want of fiecels, when it fucceeded fo 
much beyond my Expectation, But my malignant Ad- 
verfaries are the more excufable, for this courfe method. 
of breaking in upon Trath and good Manners, becaule. 
it is. the only way they have to. gratifie the Gemiws and, 
the Interet of the Fat#ion togethers. and never fo much. 
pains taken neither, to fo very, very little: purpofe: They 
decry the Play, but in fach a manner, that it has the. 
Effet. of a’ Recommendation. : They; call it a dell Exter-. 
ianment, and that’s\a dangerous word,, [mutt confels, 
from one of the greatest: Mafgers in, humane Nature, of 
that Lacnity. ‘Now 1 can forgive them this Reproach too, 
after all the reft->. For this. Play,does openly difeover the 
Oniginal. and Root of the Practices and Principles, .both: 
atthe Party and Canles atdithey are {owell acquainted; 
| | Se ce | with: 

































the Duke of Guife. 


with-all the rains and Mazes of Rebellion, that there’s 
nothing new to them in the whole Hiftory. Or what if 
it were a little infipid, there was no Conjuring that I re- 
member in Pope Foax : And the Lancafhire Witches were 
without doubt, the moft zfipid Jades ‘that ever flew up- 
ona Stage; and yet even Thee by the favour of a Party 
made a fhift. to hold up their heads. Now if we have 
out-done thefe Plays in their own dv way, their Au- 
thors have fome- fort of priviledge to throw the jirs# 


ftove : But.we fhall rather choofe to yield the Point of 


Dulvefs, than contend for it, againft fo indifputable a 
Claim.. 

But Matters of State (at feems) are canvaffed on the 
Stage, and things of the Graveft Concernment there ma- 
naged: And who were the Aggreffors, 1 befeech you but 
a few facious, popular Hirelings, that by tampering the 
Theatres, and by poyfoning the People, made a Play-honje 
more Seditious than a Conventicle: So that the Loyal 
Party crave only the fame freedom of defending the Ge- 


vernment, which the other took before-hand of expofing.. 


and defiming it. There was no complaint of any Dif 
orders of the Stage inthe Busfle, that was made (evento: 
the forming of a Party) to uphold. a Farce of Theirs. 
Upon the Firft day, the whole Faction (in’a manner): 
appeared 3 but after One fight of it, they fent their Proxies. 
of Serving-men and Porters to Clap | in the Right of their 
Patrons : And it was impoflible ever to have gotten off 
the Noxjeuce of three. hours for. Half a. Crown, but for the 
Providence of fo Congruows an Audience. Thus far, I pre- 
fume, the Reckoning is even, for Bad AM ays, 00 Both rates 
and for Plays. writen for a: Party. 
their Poets Affection to the Govern ws nee upon an ab 
folute and an odious necefity. But: to return to the. Pre- 
tended Parallel. 


L have faid Gest 2 lready to convinee any man. of 


common{enfe,, That there. neither mas, nor could be any 
Ne Nae . Parallel 


hall fay noth ng. Of 
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6 ‘The Vindication of 

Parallel intended : And it will farther appear, from the 
ature Of the Subje, there being no Relstion betwixt 
Henry tie Third and the Duke of Guife, except that of the 
Kings marrying into the Family of Lorrain, If a Com- 
‘parifon had been defign’d, how eafie had it been either 
to have found a Story, of to have invented one, where 
ithe tyes of nature had been nearer? If we confider their 
AGions or their Perfows, a much lef proportion will be 
yet found betwixt them : and if we bate the Popularity, 
perhaps none at all. If we confider them in reference to 
theit Parties the Oze was manifeftly the Leader, the 
Other, at the worft, is but wifled.. The Defigus of the 


‘One tended openly to Ufarpation : thofe of the Other 


may yet be interpreted more fairly ; and I hope from 
the natural candour and probity of his temper, that it will 
come to a perfect fubmiffion and reconcilement at lat. 
But that which perfectly deftroys this pretended Paratel, 
is that our Picture of the Duke of Guife is exactly accord- 
ing to the Original in the Hisfory 5 his AGtions, his Man- 
ners; nay, fometimes his very Words, are fo juftly co- 
pied, that whoever has read him in Davila, fees him the 
fame here, There. is no going out of the way, no dafh 
of aPen to make any By-feature refemble him to any other 
Man: and indeed, excepting his Ambition, there was 
not in Fraxce, or perhaps in any other Country, any 
man of his Age vain enough to hope he cou'd be miftaken 
for him. So that if we Won'd have made a Paralkel, we 
Covd not. And yet I fancy, that where I make it my 
bufinels to draw Likenefs, It will be no hard matter to 
judg who fate for the Pifure. For the Duke of Guifés 
veturn to Paris contrary to the Kings Order, enough al- 
ready has been faid ; “T'was too confiderable in the Story 
to be omitted, becaufe it occafion’d the mifchiefs that en- 
{ued : But in this Gkenefs which was only Cafxal, no dan- 
ger follow'd. I am confident there was none intended ; 
and am fatisfied that none was fear'd. But the Argument 


drawn 











drawn from our evident defign is. yet, if poffible, more 
eonvineing. The firlt words of the Prologue {pake the 
Play to be a Parallel, and then you are immediately in- 
form’d how far that’ Para/el extended, and of what it is. 
fo. The Holy League begot the Couenant, Guifards got the 
Whig, Ge. So thenit is not, (as the fnarling Authors of. 
the Reflections tell you) a Parallel of the Mez, but of the 
Times. A Parallel of the Factions, and of the Leaguers. 
And every one knows that this Prologue was written. 
before the ftopping of the Play. Neither was the name: 
alterdon any fuich account as they infinuate, but laid a-. 
fide long before, becaufe a Book call'd the Para¥el had 
been printed, refembling the Preach League, to the Ex- 
glifh Covenant 5 and therefore we thought it not conveni-. 
ent to make ufe of another mans Title. The chief perfox 
in the Tragedy, or He whofe difaffers are the Subje of 
it, may in reafon give the Names, and. fo it was call'd-the: 
Duke of Guife. Our intention therefore was to make: 
the Play a Parallel, betwixt the Holy League plotted by 
the Houfe of Guzfé and its Adherents, with the Covenant: 
plotted by the Rebels in the time of King Céarles: the: 
Firft, and thofe of the -zew Affociation, which was the. 
Spawn of the old. Covenant. 

But This Parallel is plain, that the Exclufion of the Law- 
fol Heir was the main defign of Both. Parties : and that. 
the endeavours to get the Lieutenancy of France efta- 
blifhed on the Head of the League, is in effect the fame 
with offering to get the Militia out of the Kings hands. 
(as declar'd by Parliament) and confequently that the pow- 
er of Peace and ‘War fhould be wholly in the People.. 
Tis alfo true that the Tzmults in the City, in the choice 
of their Officers have had no fmall refemblance with a. 
Parifian Rabble. And] am afraid that both Their action 


and Ours had the fame Good Lord. 1 believe alfo that if 


Julian had been written and calculated for the Parifans, 
as it was for oxr Searies, one of their Sheriffs might have 
miltaken, 


the Duke of Guile. ca 
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miftaken too, and call’d him Fulian the Apoftle. 1 fup- 
pofe I need not pufh this Point any further, where the 
Parallel was intended, I am eertain it will reach: Buta 
larger account of the Proceedings in the City may be ex- 
pected from a better hand, andI have no reafon to fore- 
ftall it. In the mean time, becaufe there has been no 
AGual Rebellion, the. FaGion triumph in their Loyalty ; 
which if it were out of Prizciple, all our divifions would 
foon be ended, and we the happy People, which God 
and the Conftitution of our Government have put us in 
condition to be: but fo long as they take it for a Maxim, 
that the King is but an Officer in Truft, that the People, 
or their Reprefétatives are fuperiour to him, Judges of 
Mifcarriages, and have power of Revocation, tis a plain 
cafe, that when ever they pleafe they may take up arms ; 
and, according to Their Dottrine, lawfully too. Let them 
joyntly renounce this one opinion, as in Confcience and 
Law they are bound to do, becaufe both Scripture and 
Acts of Parliament oblige them to it, and we will then 
thank their Obedience for our quiet, whereas now’ we are 
only beholding to them for their Fear. The miferies of 
the laft War are yet too freth in all meng memory : and 
they are zot Rebels:only becaufe they have been {0 too 
Jately, An Author of theirs hastold us roundly the Weft- 
Country Proverbs Chad eat more Cheefe and chad it: Their 


Stomach is as good as ever it was; but the mifchief on’t 


as, they are either Muzled or want their Teeth. If there 
were as many Favatiques now in Exgland, as there were 
Chriftians in the Empire, when Julian reign’d, I doubt we 
fhould not find them much enclin’d to paffive obedience 3 
and Cure ye Meroz wou'd be oftner preach’d upon, than 
Give toCefar, except in the fenfe Mr. Hunt means it. 
Having clearly fhown wherein the Parallel confifted, 
which no man can miftake, who does not wilfully 5 I need 
not juftifie my felf, in what concerns the facred Perfon 
of his Majefty. Neither the French Hiffory, nor our own 
| | could 









































the Duke of Guife. 9 
could have fupplied me, nor Plvtarch himfelf, were he 
now alive, could have found a Greek or Rowaz to have 
compared to him, in that eminent vertue of his Clemewcy 5 
even his enemies muft acknowledge it to be Swperlative, 
becaufe they live by it. Far be it from flattery, if I fay, 
that there is nothing under Heaven, which can furnith 
me with a Parallel; and that in his Mercy , he is of all 
men the Trveft Image of his Maker. roe 


Henry the Third was a Prince of a mix'd Character 5 he 
had, as an old Hiftoriaz {ays of another, Magzas virtutes, 
mec minora vitia : but amongtt thofe vertues, I do’ not 
find his forg?ving qualities to’ be much celebrated. That 
he was deeply engag’d in the bloody Ma/ffacre of St. Bar- 
tholomew, is notorioufly known : and ifthe relation print- 
ed in the Memoires of Villeroy be true, he confefles there 
that the Admiral having brought him and the Queen Mo- 
ther into fufpition with his Brother then reigning, for en- 
deavouring to leffen his Authority, and draw it to them- 
felves, he firft defign’d his Acculers death by Mazrevel, 
who {hot him with aCarabine, but fail’d to kill him 5 after 
which , ‘he pufh’d on the King to that dreadful Revenge, 
which immediately fucceeded. ’Tis true,the Provocations 
were high, there had been reiterated Rebellions, but a 
Peace was now concluded 5 it was folemnly Sworz to by 
both Parties, and as great an aflurance of Safety, givento 
the Proteftants, asthe Word of a King and Publick, lnfiru- 
ments could make it. Therefore the Punifhment was ex- 
ecrable, and it pleaf’d God, (if we may dare to judge 
of his fecret Providence) to cut off that King in the very 
flower of his Youth, to blaft his Succeflor in his Under- 
takings, to raife againft him the Duke of Guife, the Com- 
plotter and Executioner of that inhumane Action (who by 
the Divine Juftice, fell afterwards into the fame fnare 
which he had laid for others) and finally, to dye a violent 
Death himfelf; murder’d by a Prieft, an Enthufiait of his 
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own. Religion. . From thefe Premifles, ‘let it be concluded, 
if reafonably. it can,: that, we:could draw a ParaWel;: where 
the lines were {o diametrically oppofite. .\We were‘indeed 
obliged by the Laws of Poetry, to caft into Shedows the 
vices of this Prixce 5 for an Excelient Critique has lately 
told us, that. when a KING is naw’d, a2 REROE 
is fuppof’d: “Tis reverence.due to Majefty, to.make the 
Vertues as confpicuous, and the Vices as ob{cutre as we 
can poflibly. And this we own, we have either performd, 
or at lealt endeavourd. But ifwe were more favourable 
to that Character than the exactnefs of Hiftory would ak: 
low, we have. been far from diminifhing a Greater, by 
drawing it into comparifon. You may.fee-through the 
whole conduc ofthe Play, a Kizg naturally féevere, and 
a refolutioz carried on to revenge himfclf to the uttermoft 
on the Rebellious Confpirators, That this was fometimes 
fhaken by reafons of policy and pity, is confefl’d 5 butat 
always returnd with greater force, and ended at laft.in 
the ruine of his Enemies. In the mean time, we cannot 
but obferve the wonderful Loyalty on the other Sides 
that the Play was to be ftopp’d , becaufe the Kang was 

reprefented. May we have many fuch proofs of their Duty 
and refpe@: but there was no occafion for them. here, 
“Tis to be fuppof’d, that-his Majefty himfelf was made ac- 
quainted with this objection; if he were fo, he was the 
fupream and only Judg of it; and then the Event juftifies 
us : If it were infpected only by thofe whom he com- 
manded, ‘tis hard if his own Officers and Servants fhould 
not fee as much ill in it as other men, and be as willing 
to. prevent it; efpecially when there was no follicitation 
uf’d to haveit acted. “Tis known that noble perfon to 
whom it was referr’d, isa {evere Critique on. good Senfe, 
Decency, and Morality; and I can.aflure the World, that 
the Rules of Horace are more familiar to Ai, than they 
are to me. He remembers too well.that: the wetus Gomae- 
dia was banifh’d fromthe Athenian Theatre for its too 
| | | much 
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much licerice in reprefenting perfons’;-and would never 
have pardon‘d it in this or any Play. Us | 


What opinion Hairy: the Third had of his Sueceffors is 
evident from the words he {poke upon hss Death-bed : “He 
exhorted the Nobility Clays Davila) to ackvowledge the 
King of Navarre, to whov the Kined: on of right belong d's 
and that th ey should not {tick at the: diffex ence of Keli (gion : 
for both the King of Navarre, 4 wan 6f a fincere noble na- 
ture, would in the end return into the bofow of the Church, 
and the Pope being better inforu’d, would receive him into 
his favour to prevent the ruine of the whole Kinedom, 1 
hope I fhall not need in this Quotation to defend my: felf. 
as if it were my opinion,that the Pope has any right.to dif- 
pofe of Kingdoms :-my meaning is evident, that the Kings 
judgment of his Brother-in-law , was the: fame which I 
have copied : and I muft farther add from Dzvila,that the 
Arguments I have uled in defence of that Succe/sion, were 
chiefly drawn from the King’s anfwer to. the Deputies, 
as they may be feen more at large in page 730. and 73%. ri 
of the fir Edition’ of that Hif {tory in Englifh : =VEher 
the three Eftates, to the wonder of all men joyntly cons 
eurrd in cutting offthe Succefion, the Clergy, who were 
manag’d by the Arch: eee of Lyons , and Cardinal’of 
Guife, were'the firft:who promoted it sand the Commons 
and Nobility afterwards confénted, as referring them(clves 
(fays otir Author) ‘tothe Clergys fo that: there was only 
the K7v¢ to ftand imthe Gaps and he by artifice diver- 
ted that Storm which was breaking upon Potterity... 


iT Ke Crown was then vediwecdl koa shiellowed Ebb: of its 
Authority cand the King4'in a‘mannery ftood fingle, and 
yet preferv’d his Negative entire = butif the Clergy arid 
Nobility had been on‘his part of the Ba allance ,. it nig 
reafonably'be fuppof'd, that the meeting of thafe Eftates 
at om ‘had heal’d the breaches of the: Nati a and not 
B 2 fore d 
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forcd him to the ratio ultima Regum, which is never to 
be praif‘d, nor is it here, but only excufd as the laft re- 
fult of his neceffity. As for the Parallel betwixt the King 
of Navarre, and any other Prince now living, what like- 
nefs the God of Nature, and the defcent of Vertues in the 
fame channel have produced, is evident ; I have only to 
fay that the Nation certainly is happy where the Royal 
Vertues of the Progenitors are deriv'd on their Defcen- 
dants. 


In that Scene, ‘tis true, there is but ove of the Three 
Estates mention'd, but the Other twe are virtually ixcly- 
_ ded 5 for the Arch-bifhop and Cardinal are at the head of the 
Deputies : and that the reff are wente perfons, every Cri- 
tique underftands the reafon, e quarta loqui perfona labo- 
boret 3 1 am never willing to cumber the Stage with many 
Speakers, when [can reafonably avoid its ashereI might. 
And what if I had a mind to pafs over the Clergy and 
Nobility of Frazce in filence , and to excufe them from. - 
joyning in fo ‘egal and fo ungodly a Decreez AmI ty'd 
in Poetry, ‘to the ftri& rules of Hiftory? 1 have follow’d 
it in this Play more clofely , than fuited with the Laws. 
of the Drama, anda great Victory they will have, who 
fhall difcover to the World this wonderful Secret, that 
[have not obferv’dthe Unities of placeand time 3 but are 
they better kept in the Farce of the Libertine destroy d 2 
*T was our common bufinefs here to draw the Parallel of 
the Times, and not to make an Exaé# Tragedy : For this 
once we were refolv’d to erre with honeft Shakefpear: nei- 
ther can Catiline or Sejanws, (written by the great Mafter 
of our Art) ftand éxcuf’d any more than we, frony this 
éxception : but if we muft be critici( ’d, fome Plays of 
our Adverfaries may be expof’d, and let them reckor 
their gains vvhen ‘the difpute is ended. I am accuf?d of 
aguorance, tor {peaking of the Third Eftate, as not fitting 
in the fame Fonfe with the other two :. Let not thofe Gentle- 
men 
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men miftake themfelves, there are many things in Plays 
to be accommodated to the Country in vvhich_ vwve live 5. 
I {poke to the underftanding of an Exglifh Audiences 

Our three Eftates novv fit, and have long done fo in Two 
Hloufes 5 but our Records bear witnefs, that they, accord- 

ing to the Frexch Custom, have fate in one 5 that is the 

Lords Spiritual and Temporal within the Barr, and the: 
Commons without it. If that Cuftom had been ftill con- 

tinued here, it fhould have been fo reprefented 5 but be-: 
ing otherwife, I was forc’d to write {o as to be under-. 
f{tood by ourown Country-men. If thefe be Errours, a: 
Bigger Poet than either of us two has fallen into greater, 
and the Proofs are ready, whenever. the Suit fhall. be re-- 
commence’d.. 


Mr. Huat, the Jehu of the Party, begins very furtoufly 
with me,and fays I have already condemn’d the Charter and. 
City, and have executed the Magistrates in Effigie upon the 
Stage, in a Play call’d the Duke of Guile, frequently aded,. 
and applauded, Cc. 


Compare the latter end of this Sentence with what the: 
Iwo Authors of the Refle#ions, or perhaps the Affociating: 
Clubb of the Devél-Tavern write in the beginning of their 
Libel. Never was Mountain deliver'd of uch a Monje; 
the fierceft Tories have been afham’d to defend this Piece: 
they who have any {parks of wit among them are fo true to 
their pleafure, that they will not fuffer dulnefs to pafs upon 
then for wit , nor tedioufnefs for diverfion : which is the- 
reajon that this Piece has not met with the expected applaufe :- 
I never fama Play more deficient in Wit, good Characters 


or Entertainment, than this as, 


For fhame, Gentlemen, pack your Evidence a: little: 
better againft another time: You fee, My Lord Chief 


Baron, has delivered his Opinion, that the. Play was fre- 


quently : 
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The Vindication of 
quently acked and applauded but you of the jury, have 


found Igvoramus, on the Wit and the Succe/s of it.. Oates, 
Dugdale and Turbervile, never difagreed wore than you 
do; let us know at laft, which of the Witnefles are #rve 
Proteftants, and which are Iri/h. But it feems*your Au- 
thors had contrary Defigns: Mr. Hut thought fit to fay, 
it was frequently atéed and applauded, becauje, fays he, it 
mas intended to provoke the Rabble into Tumults and Dif 
order. Now jf it were not feen frequently, this Argue. 
ment would lofe fomewhat of its foree; the Reflegors 
bufinefs went another way, it was tobe allowd wo Re- 
putation, no Succefs, but to be damn’d Root and Branch, 
to prevent the Prejudice it might do their Party; ac- 
cordingly, as much as in them lay, they have drawn a 
Bill of Bxclufon for it on the Stage; But. what Rabble 
was it to provoke ? Are the Audience of a Play-houfe 
(which are generally Perfons of Honour, Noblemen and 
Ladies, or at worft, as one of your Authors calls’ his 
Gallants, Men of Wit aud Pleafure about the Town) are 
thefe the Rabble of Mr. Huwt > i have feen a Rabble at 
Sir Edmaundbury Godfreys Night, and have heard of 
fuch a name, at true Protefiant Mecting-houfess but a 


/ Rabble is not to be provoked, where it never comes, 


Indeed, we had one in this Tragedy, but it was upon the 
Stages and that’s the Reafon, why your RefleZors would 
break the Glafs, which has thewed them their own Faces. 
The bufinels of the Theatre, is to expofe Vice and Folly s 
to difiwade men by Examples from one, afid to fhame 
them out of the other. And however you may pervert 
our good intentions, it was here. particularly to reduce 
men to Loyalty, by fhewing the pernicious confequences 
of Rebellion, and Popular Infurrections,. 1 believe no 
man, who loves the Government, would be glad, to fee 
the Kaddle in fuch a pofture, as they were reprefented 
in our Play: But, if the Tragedy had: ended, on your 
fide, the Play had been a Loyal Witty Poew, the Suc 
cefs 
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cefs of it, fhould have been recorded by immortal Og or 
-Doeg, andthe Rabble Scene, fhould have been true Pro- 
‘teftant, though a Whig Devil were at the Head of it. 


In the mean time, pray, where lies’ the Relation, be- 
twixt the Tragedy of the Duke of Guife, and the Charter 
of Londox 2 Mr. Hunt has found a rare connexion, for 
he tacks them: together, by the kicking of the Sheriffs: 
That Chain of thought wasa little ominous, for fomething 
like a kicking; has fucceeded the Printing of his Books 
and the Charter of London was the Quarrel. For my 
part, I have not Law. enough to ftate that queftion, 
-much lefs decide its let. the Charter fhift forit felf in Weft- 
minfter Fal’, the Government is fomewhat wifer, than 
to imploy my ignorance on fuch a. Subje’5 my pro- 
mife to.-honeft Nat. Lee, was the only Bribe TI had, ta 
ingage me in this trouble; for which, he has the good 
fortune to efcape Scot-free, and I am Jeft in pawn for the 
Reckoning, who had the leaft hare in the Entertain- 
ment. But the Rifing, it feems, fhould have been on 
the true Proteftauts fide, for he has tryed, {ays ingenious 
Mr. Huzt, what he could do, towards making the Charter 
forfeitable, by fome Extravagancy and Diforder of the Peo- 
ple. A wife man I had been doubtlefs for my pains, to ° 
raifethe Rabble to a Tumult, where I had been certain- 
ly, one of the firft men, whom they had /imn’d or drag'd 
to the next convenient Sigz- Poff. | 

But on fecond thought, he fays, this ought not to 
move the Citizens: he 1s much in theright; for the Rabd- 
ble Scene was written.on purpofe, to keep his Party. of 
them in the bounds of Duty. ’Tis the bufinefs of fa&i- 
ous men to ftir up the Populace: Sir Edmond on Horf- 
back, attended by a Swindging Pope. im Effigie, and forty 
thoujand true Proteftants for his Guard to Execution, are 
a/Show more proper for that defign, than a thon-fand . 


Stage- Plays. 
Well, 
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Well, he has fortified his Opinion with a Reafon’, 
however, why the People fhould not be moved; be- 
caufe I have fo malicionfly and mifchievoufly reprefented the 
King, and the Kings Son; nay, and his Favourite (faith 
he) the Duke too 5 to whow I give the worft ftrokes of my 
unlucky Fancy. 

This need not be anfwered, for ‘tis already manifeft, 
that neither the King, nor the Kings Son are repre- - 
fented, neither that Son, he means, nor any of the 
reft, God blefs them all, What ftrokes of my unlucky 
Fancy, I have given to his Royal Highnefs, will be 
feen, and it will be {een alfo, who {trikes him worft and 
‘moft unluckily. 


The Duke of Guife, he tells us, ought to have repre- 
ented a great Prince, that had inferv’d to fonte uoft de- 
teftableVillany, to please the Rage or Luft of a Tyrant 5 fuch 
great Courtiers have been often facrificed, to appease the 
Furies of the Tyrants guilty Confcience 5 to expiate for his 
Siz, aud to attone the People. For a Tyrant naturally frauds 
an fear of fuch wicked Minifters, is obnoxious to then, aw'd 
by then, and they drag hiv to greater evils, for their own 


timpunity , than they perpetrated for his Pleafure, and their 
own Ambition, 


Sure, he faid not all this for nothing, I would know 
of him, on what perfons he would fix the Sting of this 
fharp Satyr > What two they are, whom, to ule his own 
Words, he fa malicion/ly and mifchievoufly would reprefent 2 
For my part, I dare not underftand the villany of his 
meaning 5 but fome body was to have been fhown a 
Tyrant, and fome other 2 great Prince, inferving to fone 
deteftable Villany, and to that Tyrants Rage and Luft; 
this great Prince or Courtier ought to be Sacrificed, to 
attone the People, and the Tyrant is perfwaded, for his 
own intereft, to give him up to pablick Fuifiee. I fay 
no 
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~ fio more, but that’ he has ftudied the Law to good pur- 
pofe. He is dancing on the Rope without a Metaphor, 
his knovwdedge of the Law is the Staff that poizes him, 
and faves his Neck. The Party indeed {peaks out fome- 
times, for wickednefs is not always fo wife, as to be fe- 
cret, efpecially when itis driven to defpair. By fome of 
their Difcourfes, we may guefs at whom he points 5 but 
he has fene’d himfelf in with fo many Evafions, that he 
is fafe in his Sacriledges and he who dares to anfwer him, 
may become obnoxious. “Tis true, he breaks a little out 
of the Clouds, within two Paragraphs; for there he tells 
you, that Cazws Cajar (to give unto Cxfar, the things that 
are Cxfars) was ix the Catiline Confpiracy 5 a fine infinu- 
ation this, to be {neer'd at by his Party, and yet not to 
be taken. hold of by publick Fuftice: They would be 
glad now, that I or any man, fhould bolt out their Co- 
vert Treafon for them: for their loop-hole is ready, that 
the Cz/ar here f{poken of, was a private man. But the 
application of the Text , declares the Authors to be a- 
nother Cefar, which is {o black and fo infamous an afperfion, . 
that nothing lefs than the higheft clemency can leave it 
unpunifh’d. I cou’d reflect on his ignorance in this place, 
for attributing thefe words to Cefar, he that is not with 
ws, is againft ws: He feemsto have miftaken them, out 
of the New Teftament, and that’s the beft defence I can 
make for him ;‘forif hedid it knowingly, twas impioufly 
done, to put our Saviours words into Cefar's mouth. 
But His Law and Ozr Gofpel, are two things 5 this Gentle- 
man's Kzowledge is not of the Bible, any more than his 
Pracfice is according to it. : He tells you, he will give the 
world ‘a taft of my Athei/# and’ Impiety; for which he 
quotes thefe following Verfes, in the fecond or third A& 
of the Duke of Guz. . 


For Confciencé or Heavens fear; religions Rules 
oo. Areal State-bells to tollin pious Fools, 
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In ‘the firt place, he is miftaken in-his Maz, for the 
Verfes are not wine, but Mr. Lees: Task'd bim. concern- 
ing them, and have this account, that they were fpoken 
by the Deval’; now, what can either Whig or Devil fay, 


more proper to their Charaéfer, than that Religion is on- 


ly. a Name, a Stalking horfe, as errant a Property as Godli- 
wefs, and Property themfelves. are among{t their Party. 
yet for the(e two lines, which in the. mouth that {peaks 
them, are of no. offence, he hallooes on the-whole pack, 
againft. me: Fudge, “fuftice, Surrogate; and Official are to. 
be employed, at his Suit, to direc Procefsj and boring; 
through the Toxgue for Blafphemy,.is the leaft Punith- 
ment his Charity.will allow me.. 


-T find. *tis happy for me, that he was not made a 
“Judge, and yet I hadias lieve have him. my fudge as my 
Council, if my Life were at ftake.. My poor Lord Staf- 
ford was well helpt up with.this Gentleman.for his Solici- 
tor; no doubt, he, gave that unfortunate Nobleman, 
moft,admirable advice toward the Saving of his life; and 
would have rejoyc'd exceedingly, to have feen him clear’d. 
I think, I have difprov’d his. inftance of my Athez/rz, 
it remains.for him, to juftifie- Ais Religion, in putting the 
words of Chrif? into. a, Heathens.mouth :. and, much more 
in. his prophaneallufion to. the Serzpture,in the other Text 5, 
Give unto Cexfar, the things that are Cexfars 3 which, if it 
be ‘not a profanation of the Bible, for the fake of a (lp. 
Witticifm, \et all. men, but. his own Party judge. I am. 
not. malicious.enough to:return. him the names which he. 
has call’d me; but of all fins, 1 thank.God, I have al- 
ways abhor'd. Athei{m > and I had need be a better Christi 
an: than Mr. Hunt has fhown himfelf, if I forgive him fo. © 
infamous a Slazder.. 


But as he has miftaken oar Suviour for Fulzws Cafar, fo 
he would. Pompsy too, if he were let alone : touhim, and: 
: oo 
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to his Caxfe, or to the like Caufe it belong’d, he fays, 
to ufe thefe words, be that is not with ws is againft ws, 1 
find he cares not whofe the Expreflion. 1s, fo it be nor 
Chrifts. But how comes Pompey the Great to be a Whig ¢ 
He was indeed, a Defender of the anctenteftablifh’d Ra- 
man Government, but Cefar was the Whig, who took up 
Arms unlawfully to fabvert it. - Our Liberties and our 
Religioz. both are fafe, they are fecur'd to us by. the 
Laws, and thofe Laws are executed under an effablif'd 
Government, by a Lawful King. The Defender of our 
Faith, is the Defender of our Common Freedon 5 to Ca- 
bal, to Write, to Rail againtt this Adminiftration, are all 
Endeavours to. deftroy the Government, and to oppofe 
the Succeffioz in any private man, is a Treafonable Pactice 
againft.the Foundation of it. ; Pompey very honourably 
maintaind the Liberty of his Country, which was go- 
vern’d by a Commmon-wealth : So that there, lies no Pa- 
raltel betwixt his Caufe and Mr. Hunts, except in the bare 
notion of a Comnon-wealth, as it 1s oppol’d to Mozarchy: 
and that’s the thing he would obliquely {lur upon us. Yet 


on thefe Premifies, he -is for ordering my Lord: Chief 71 


Fuftice, to grant out Warrants againf{t all thofe who have 
applauded the Duke of Guifés asif they committed a Rzot 
when they, Clapp’d: I fuppofe .they paid for their Places, 
as well as he and his Party did, who Hifsd. | If he were 
not half Diftracted, for not being Lord Chief Baron, me- 
thinks he fhould be Lawyer enough, to advife my Lord 
Chief Juftice better. To Clap and His are the Priviledges 
of a Free-born Subjed ina EHO : they buy them with 
their Money, and their Hands and Mouths are their own 
Property: [t belongs to the Mafter of the Revels,to {ee that 
no Treafon or Ivmorality be in. the Play 5bat when. ‘tis 
aded, \et every man like or diflike freely : not. but that 
refpect fhould: be.usd .too,.in the prefence of the King, 
for by his Permiffion the Adors are allow?d : ’Tis due to 
his Perjon, as he is Sacred, ane to the Succeflors, as being 
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20 The Vindication: of 
next related to him: there are opportunities enow for 
men to hifs, who are fo difpof'd, in. their abfence: for 
when the King 1s in fight, though but by accident, a Ma- 
lefactor is repriev'd’ from ‘death: Yet fuch is the Duty, 
and good manners of thefe good Subjects, that they for- 
bore not fome rudenefs in his Majelties prefence; but 
when his Royal Highnefs and his Court were only there, 
they pufhd it as far as their malice had powers and if 
their Party had “been more’ numerous, the Affront had. 
been greater. | pg tNON 


The next Paragraph of our Authors, is a Panegyrique- 
on the Duke of Monmouth, which concerns not me, who. 
am very far from detracting “from him : the Obligations: 
Thave had to him, were thofe, of his Countenance, his. 
Favour; his good Word, and his Efteem ; all which Lhave 
likewife had in a greater meafure from his excellent 
Dutchefs, the Patronefs of my poor unworthy Poetry. 
If I had not greater, the fault was never in their want of 
goodnefs. to. me,! but in my own: backwardnefs to ask, 
which has allways, and’-1 believe will ever keep me from 
rifing im the World. Let this be enough, with rea- 
fonable men, to clear me from the imputation of an un- 
grateful man, with which my enemies have moft unjuftly- 
taxd me. If I ama mercenary Scribler, the Lords Com- 
miflioners of the Treafury beft know: I am fure, they 
have found me no importunate Solicitor: for Fknow my’ 
felf; I defervd little, and’ therefore have never defird: 
much, [return that flander with juft: difdain on’ my ac- 
ewfers'5. ‘tis for men who ‘have ill Confciences to futpett o- 
thers: Iam refolv’d to ftand or fall’ with the Caufe of- 
God, my King and Country; never to trouble my {elf ‘ 
for any railing afperfions which F have not ‘deferv'd; and 
to leave it as a Portion to my Children, that they ‘hada 
Father, who durft do his duty, and’ was neither Cove- 
tous nor Mercenary: ee eh wee ee 
As 
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As little am ¥concern‘d at that imputation of my back: 
friends, that I have confefs’d my felf to be put onto write 
as I do : If they mean this Play in particular, that is no- 
torioufly provd again{t' them to be falfe > For the reft of 
my Writings, my hatred of their Practifes and Principles, 
was caufe enough to expofe them, as I have done, and will 
do more. I do not think as they do; for iff did, I muft 
think Treafoz: But f muft in confcence write as I do, be- 
eaufe I Avow, which 1s more than thinking, that I write for a 
Lawful eftablifi’d Government againtt Anarchy, Innovation, 
and Sedition + But thefe Lyes (as Prince Harry faid'to Fal- 
flaffe) are as grofs as-he that made them. More (need not fay, 
for I am accuf’d without witnefs. Ffear not any of their: 
Evidences ;not even him of Salamanca; who though he has: 
difown'd his DoGorfhip in Spain, yet there are fome allow 
him to have taken a certain degree in Italy; a Climate 
_ they fay more proper for his Mafculine Conftitution.. To 
conclude this ridiculous Accufation againft me, I know 
but four men in their whole Party to whom I have fpo-. 
ken for above this year laft paft ; and with them neither 
but caftally and curforily. We have been acquaintance: 
of a long {tanding, many. years before this accurfed Plot: 
divided men into feveral Parties: I-dare call them to wit- 
nefs, whether the moft I have at any time faid, will a- 
mount to more thanthis, that I hop'd the time would come: 
when thefe names of Whig and Tory would ceafe among. 
ws; and that we might live together, as we had done 
formerly. ¥ have fince this Pamphet met accidentally with: 
two of them; and I am fure they are fo far from being. 
my Accufers, that they have feverally own'd to me, that 
all men who efpoufe a Party, muft expec to blacker'd. 
by the contrary Side : that themfelves. knew nothing of: 
#, nor of the Authors of the Refletiions. It remains there- 
fore to be confider’d, whether, if I were as mucha Kvave 
as they wou'd make me, I am Fool enough to be guil- 
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ty of this Charge: and whether they who raif’d it, wou’d 
have made it publique, if they had thought I was theirs 
inwardly. Fortis plainthey are glad of worfe Scriblers 
than I am, and maintain them too, asI could prove, if J 
envyd them their miferable {ubfiftance. I fay no more, 
but let my Actions {peak for me: fhecfemur agendo, that’s 
the trial. 


Much lefs am I concern’d at the noblé name of Bayes; 
that’s a Brat fo like his own Father, that he cannot be 
miftaken for any other body: they might as reafonably 
have call'd Lom Sternhold, Virgil, and the refemblance 
would have held as well. 


Asfor Kvave and Sycophant, and Rajcal, and Inpudent, 
and Devil, and old Serpent, and a thoufand fich Good- 
morrows, I take them to be only names of Parties: And 
coud rerurn Murtherer and Cheat, and Whig-napper, and 
Sodomite, and in (hort the goodly number of the féavex 
deadly Sins, with all their Kindred and Relations, which 
are Names of Parties too; but Saints will be Saints in 
{pight of Villainy.I believe they wou'd pafs themfelves upon 
us for fucha Compound as Mithridate, or Venice-Treacles 
as if Whiggifm were an admirable Cordial inthe Mafs, 
though the feveral Ingredients are ranck Poyfons. 


But if I think either Mr. Hunt a Villain, or know any 
of my Reflecéfors to be ungrateful Rogues, I.do not owe 
them fo much kindnefs as to callthem fo; for I am fatisfied 
that to prove them either, would but recommend them 
to theirown Party. Yetif fome will needs make a merit 
of their éxfamy, and provoke a Legend of their fordid 
fives, I think they mutt be gratify’d at laft; and though 
will not take the Scaveagers employment from him, yet 
I may be perfwaded to poiwt at fome mens doors, who 
have heaps of filth before them. But this muft be when 
they 
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the Duke of Guife: 23 
they have alittle. angerd me 5 for hitherto Iam provok’d 
no further than to {mile at them. And indeed, to look 
upon the whole Faction in a lump, never was a more plea- 
fant fight than to behold thefe builders of a new Babel, 
how ridiculoufly they are mix'd, and what a rare confu- 
fion there is amongft them. One part of them 1s carry- 
ing Stone and Mortar for the building ofa Meeting-houje, 
another fort underftand not that Languages, they are for 
fnatching away their Work-fellows materials to fet up a 
Bamdy-houfe : fome of them blafpheme, and others prays 
and both I believe with equal godlinefs at bottom : fome 
of them are AtheziFs, fome Secaries, yet ALL True 
Proteftants. Mojt of them love. a2 Whores, but her of 
Babylon. In few words, any man may be what he will, 
fo he be one of Them. ’Tis enougii to defpife the Kzzg, 
to hate the Dzke, and rail at the Sweceffiox ; after this ‘tis 
no matter how a man lives; he tsa Saint by infection 5 
he goes along with the Party, has their wzarkupon him 5. 
his wickedne/s is no more than frailty3 their righteoufnefs 
is iveputed to him : So that as 7gnorant rogues go out Do- 
ors when a Prince comes to an Oxiverfity, they hope 
at the lait day, to take their Degree in a Crowd of Irne 
Proteftants, and thruft unheeded into Heaven. 

?Tis a credit to be rayl’d at by fuch men.as thefe. The 
Charter-uwzan in. the very: Tztle-page; where he hangs out 
the Cloth:of the City before his Book, gives it for his 
. Motto, Si populus vult decipi, decipiatur 5 as if he fhou'd 
have faid, you have a mind to be couzend, and the Devit 
give you good ont: Wf lery a Sirreverence , and. you. take 
it for Honey, make the beft of your bargain. For fhame,, 
good Chriftians, can you fuffer fuch a man to fferve, when 
you fee his defign is upon your Purfes. ? He 1s contented: 
to expofe the Ears representative of your Party ona Pil- 
lory, and is in a way of doing. you more fervice than'a 
worn out,Witnefs, who-can hang no. body hereafter-but 
himfelé He tells you. the Papitts: clap their hands - 
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the hopessthey conceive of the ruine of your Government = 
does i this fing eo TOUR deferve a Pention, if — 
he can prove the Government to be Yours, and that the 
King has nothing to do in your Republick? he continues, - 
as if that were as{ure and certain to Them, as it is to Us, 
‘without doubt, that they (the Papifts) once fired the City, 
ju{t as certain in your own Contciences. 1 with the Pa- 
pifts had no more to anfwer for, than that accufation :’ 
pray let itbe put to the More, and refolyd upon the tea 
tion, by your whole Party, that the North-eaft Wind, is 
not only 7/-affected to Man and Beaft, but is alo a Tory 
or Lantivy Papift in Mafquerade. Tam fatisfy'd, not to 
have fo much art left me as to frase any thing agreeable, or 
verifimilar, but ’tis plain that he has, and therefore » as I 
ought in juftice, I refign my Laurel, and my Bayes too,to 
Mr. Hunt ‘tis he fets up for the Poet now ; and has the 
only art to amufé and to deceive the people, You may fee 
how profound his knowled g isin Poetry for he tells you 
jult before, that wy’ Heroes are comntonly fuch Monfters as 
Thefeus avd Hercules; revown'd throughout all Ages for 
deftroying. Now Thefews and Hercules you know have 
been the Heroes of all Poets » and have been renown’d 
through all Ages, for deftroying Monfters, for faccouring 
the Drstreff, and for putting to death inhumane arbitrary 
Tyrants. Is this your Oracle? If he were to write the 
Acts and Monuments of Whig Heroes, 1 find they fhou’d 
be quite contrary to mine : deftroyers indeed, but of a 
Lawful Government Murtherers, but of their feLow Sub- 
Jeds 5 Lovers as Hercules was of Aiylas 3 witha journey 
at laft to Hel, like that of Thefews. . 


But mark the wife Confequences of our Author. 
not, he fays, (6 weuch art left me 
able, or verifimilar, wherewith to 
ple sand yet in the-very wext Pg 


Ihave 
to make any thing agree- 
amufe or deceive the'peo- 
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Morals, and my endeavours are more happily apply d, to ex- 
tinguifh the little remainders of the Vertme of the Age. Now 
Tam to perform all this, it feems, without making any 
thing wverifimilar or agreeable: Why, Pharaoh never fet 
the Ifraelites {uch a Task, to build Péramids without 
Brick or Straw. If the Fool knows it not, wvtriftmilitude 
and agreeablenefs, are the very Tools to do its but I am 
willing to difclaim them both, rather than to ufe them to 
fo ill purpofe as he has done. 


Yet even this their celebrated Writer, knows no more 
of Style and Englifh, than the Northerz Dedicator. As 
if Dulvefs and Clumfinefs were fatal to the Name of 
TOM. ’Tistrue, he isa Fool in three Languages more 
than the Poet, for they fay, he underftands Latine, 
Greek and Hebrew, from all which, to my certain know- 
ledge, I acquit the other. Og may write againft the 
King if he pleafes, fo long as he Drivks for him; and 
his Writings will never do the Government {c much Aarz, 
as his Drizking does it good: for true Subjects, will not 
be much perverted by his Lzbels ; but the Wine Dauties 
rife confiderably by his Claret. He has often call’d me 
an Atheis# in Print, I would believe more charitably of 
him ; and that he only goes the broad way, becaufe the o- 
ther is too arrow for him. He may fee by this, I do 
not delight to meddle with his courfe of Life, and his 
Iemoralities, though I havea long Bead-roll of them. I 
have hitherto contented my felf with the Ridiculous part 
of him, which is enough in all con{cience to emplo 
ene man: even without the {tory of his late fall at the O/d 
Devil, where he broke xo Ribbs,becaufe the hardnefs of the 
Stairs coud reach wo Bones and for my part, I do not 
wonder how he came to fa/, for I have always known 
him heavy ; the Miracle 1s, how he got ep again. I have 
heard of a Sea-Captain as fat as he, who fo {cape Arrefts, 
would lay himfelf flat upon the ground, and let the Bzy- 
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26 The Vindication of 
ifs carry him to Prifox, if they cou’d, If a Meffenger: 
Or two, nay, we may put in three or four, {hould come, 
he has friendly Advertifement how to {cape them. But 
to leave him, who is not worth any further confiderati- 
on, now I have done laughing athim, Wou’d every man 
knew his own Tallent, and that they who are only bern 
for drinking, wou'd let both Poetry and Profé alone. 


fam weary with traceing the Abfurdities and Miftakes 
of our great Lawyer, fome of which indeed are wilful, as 
where he calls the Trimmers, the more wodérate fort of To- 
ries. It feemsthofe Pollitictans.are odious to both fides 
for neither own them to be theirs. We know them, and 
fo does he too. in his Confcience, to be feeret Whigs, if 
they are any thing. But now the defigns of Whiggifiz are 
openly difcover’d, they tack about: to fave-a Stake, that 
is, they, will not be, villains to. their own ruine, While 
the Government was to be deftroyed, and there was 
probability of compailing it, no, men were fo-viclent as 
they 5 but.fince their Fortves are in hazard by: the Lam; 
and their Places, at Court by the. Kizgs difpleafure,. they: 
pull in their, horns, and talk: more peaceably 5. in order; [: 
fuppofe; to their vehemence on. the right fide, if-they 
were to be believ’d. For -in-laying-of Colours, they: ob-. 
ferve a, Medium Black and white are too far diftant,. to 
be plac'd directly by. one another; without fome:{aadow- 
ings to foften their. contraricties:, Tis: Mariauad thinks 
(but am not. certain) that makes the following, relations, 
and let, the noble. Family. of Trivers, read their-owm 
Fortune init... Dow Pedro, King. of Caftile,. Sirnanid: 
the, Cruel,, mho.had been, reftar'ds by: the Valoun: of ont 
Edward the Black, Prince, mgs. fatally difpofef aby Dow 
Flenry the Baftard,, aud he enjoyed the. Kingdon quietly, 
till his Death.; which; when-he felt approaching, he: call'd 
his Son. to. him, and..gavé hin. Ahis« his loft: Counfeh. I 
have, {aid he, gain’d, this. Kingdon, which leave Sorts byy 
‘6 : the 
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the Sword 3, for the Right of Inheritance wasin Don Pe- 
dro 3, but the favour of the People, who hated my Brothey 
for his Tyranny, was to me inflead of Title. You sre now to 
be-the Peaceable Poffeffor of of what I have unjufily cotter - 
and your Subjects are compos a of thefe three forts of men. 
Oxe. Party, efpousd “ay Brothers Suarrel, which was the w- 
doubted, Lamfal Canfes thofe, though they were my Eiuémties. 
were. men: of Principle and’ Honour + cherifh thert,. and ex- 
alt: then: into) Places of trust about you, for-in them ‘you 
way confide: fafély, who prigd’ their Fidelity above their 
Fortune: Auzother fort; are they who fought niy Cane a= 
gaint Don. Pedro, to thofe you are indeed oblig'd: becanfe 
of the. accidental: good: they did. me, for they intended only 
their-private Benefit, and help’d to raifé‘me, that I might 
afterwards promotethen: You umay continue then ‘in their 
Offices, if zou please ; but truft them-no farther than you are’ 
forc'd, for what they did, was againft their Confeience. 
Bui there-is. a.third Jort, which diring the whole Wars, » 
were Nenters 5 let then be crufht on all occaftons, for their bu- 
finels was: only. their own Security. They: had-neither Con- 
rage enough to ingage.on my Side, nor C onfcience enough to 
help their Lawful Soveraign: therefore tet thenr be-mane 
Cramples; as the wort fort of interesen’ mert; inhich 
certatilp are: Cnemies to. both, any would ‘he profitable 
fo. neitber, ‘ 3 feet 


I have only a dark remembrance of this Story, and have 
not the Spanifh Author by me, but I think, I am not - 
much miftaken\in the main’ of “it + and whether true Or | 
falfe,, the Counfel given; I ‘am-fure,-is“fuch, as ought in 
common prudence. to be: pratti?d againtt “Trimmers, 
whether the Lawful or Unlawful Caute prevail. ~ Loyal 
men may jultly be difpleaf’d with this Party, not. for 
their Moteration,' as’ Mr2 Hunt “infinnates ‘but becaufe,. 
unden that: Mafque. of eewing mildnefs, theré lies hidden 
either:a .deep treachery 5 or at beft'> an dnterreffed lnke- 
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warmnefs. But he runs riot into almoft treafonable Ex- 
preflions , as.if Trimmers were hated becaufe they are not 
perfectly wicked, or perfectly deceiv’d,. of the Catiline make, 
bold, and without underftanding , that can adhere to men 
that publickly profefs Murthers, and applaud the defign : By 
all which villanous names, he opprobrioufly calls His Ma- 
jeftics moft Joyal Subjeds 5 as if Men mutt be perfed#ly 
wicked who endeavour to fupport a lawfiel Government s 
or perfectly deceivd, who on no occafion dare take up 
arms again{t their Severaign - as if acknowledging the right - 
of Succeffion, and refolving to. maintain itin the Line, were 
to be in a Catiline Conpiracy 3 and at laft, (which is ridi- 
culous enough,.after fo much ferious Treafon) as if to 
clap the Duke of Guije, were to adhere to men that pub- 
lickly profes Murthers, and appland.the defign of the Affaf- 
frzating Poets. 


But together with his /7anies, pray let hisiucoherences 
be obferv’d. He commends the Trimmers (at leaft tacitly 
excufes them) for men of fome moderatiox 5 and this in 
oppofition to the inftruments of wickednefs of the Catélize- 
make, that are refolute and forward, and without conftdera- 
tion. But he forgets all this in the next twenty lines; for 
there he gives them their own, and tells them roundly, 
a internecino bello medii pro .hoftibus habentur. Neutral 
men @re Traytors, and ailift by their indifferency to the 
deftruction of the Government, . The plain Ezglih of his: 
meaning, is this; while matters are only in déjpute, 
and in achination, he is contented they fhou’d be mo- 
derate 5 but when once the Fattion can bring about a 
Civil War, then they are Traytors, if they declare not o- 
penly for them. | 


But at is not, he fays, the Dake: of Guile, who's to be 
affafinated, a turbulent wicked and. haughty Courtier, but an 
innocent aud gentle Prince: By his favour, our Duke\of 
. Guife 
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Guife, was neither Izvocent nor Gentle, nor a Prince of 
the Blood Royal, though he pretended to defcend from 
Charlemaign, and a Genealogy was printed to that pur- 
pofe, for which the Author was punifid, as he deferv’d 5, 
witnefs Davila, and the fournals of Heury the Third, 
where the Story is at large related. Well, whois it then 2 
why, ‘tis a Prince who has no fault, but that be # the 
Kings Son: Then he has no fault by confequence 5 for I 
am certain, that’s no fault of his. The reft of the Com- 
plement, is fo filly, and fo fulfome, as if he meant mall 
jn ridicule. And to conclude the. Jeaft, he fays, that the 
bes# People of England, have no other may left, to fhow 
their Loyalty to the King, their Religion and Government, 
in long intervals of Parliauent, than by profecuting his Son, 
for the fake of the King, and his own merit, with all the 
Demonftrations of the higheft efteew. Yes, 1 can tell 
them one other way to exprefs their Loyalty, which is, 
to obey the King, and to refpeé his Brother, asthe next 
Lawful Suceeffor 5 their Relision commands them both, 
and the Government is fecurd info doing. But why zz 
Intervals of Parliament 2? How are the more oblig’d to: 
honour the Kies Son out of Parliament, than in it 2 
And why this profecution of Love for the Kings Sake ¢ 
Has he orderd more Love to be fhown to one Son, than 
to another? Indeed, his own quality, is caufe fufficient. 
for all men to refpe&t him, and I am of their number, 
who truly honour him, and who with him better than 
this ~ifer able Sycophant 5 for I with him, from his Fathers: 
Royal Kindnefs what Fuftice can make him, which. 
is a greater Honour, than the Rabble can confer upon 
him. 
But our Author finds, that Commendation 1s NO more 
his Talent, than Flattery was that of E/op’s Afs 5, and there- 


fore falls immediately, from paming with his fore-feet, and 
| grinning 
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The Vindication of : 
‘grinning wpon one Prince, to downright braying againkt 
another, — 


He fays TI have not uf'd wy Patron Duke much better : 
for Ihave put hige under a moft difmal and unfortunate 
‘Charade, of a Succeffor, exeluded frow the Crown by Ag 
of State, for bis Religions wha fought bis way to the Cromn, 
changd his Religion, and died by the hand. of a Roman. 
Affalfinate. 


If it pleafe his Royal Highne/s to be my Patron, T.have 
reafon to be proud of it 3 becaufe he never yet forfook. 
any man, whom he has had the goodnefs to own for his, 
But how-have I put him under az uxfortunate Character 2 
the Authors of the Refleciozs, and our Fohu a Nokes, have 
not Jayd their noddles together about this Accufation, 
For ’tis their bufinefsto prove the King of Navarre to have 

-been a molt fucce/sful, magnanimous, gentle, and grateful 
Prince : in which Character they, have follow’d the {tream 
of all Eifforzazs. How then happens this jafring amongft 
friends, that the fame man is put under fuch difal cir- 
cumftances on one fide , and fo fortunate on the.other, by. 
the Wniters of the fame Party ¢ The an{wer is very plain, 
that they take the caufe by feveral handles. They who 
will not have the Duke refemble the King of Navarre, 
have wagnify'd the Character of that Prince, to debafé his. 
Royal Aizghuefs; and therein done what they can to fhow 
the difparity. Mr. Huzt, who will have it to bethe Dukes. 
Charader, has blacken'd that King as much.as he is able, 
to fhow the likenefs. ‘Now this woud be ridiculous plead-. 
ing at a Barr, by Lawyers retain‘d for the fame Caufe; 
and both fides wou’d call each other fools, becaufe the 
jury betwixt them woud be confounded, and perhaps the 
Judges too, pie ih: 
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But this itis to have a bad: Caufe, which puts men of 
feceffity upon knavery., and that knayery is commonly 
found out. Well Mr. Huzt has in another place confeffd 
himfelf to be in paffzor, and that’s the reafon he is fo grofly 
miftaken in opening of the Caufe.. For firft the King of 
Navarre was neither under difmall, nor unfortunate cir- 
cumstances. Before the end of that very Sentence, our 
Lawyer has confefl’d that he fought his way to the Crowns 
that 1s, he glorioufly vanquifh’d all his Rebells, and hap- 
pily poffeft his Inheritance many years after he had re- 
gaind it. In thenext place, he was zever excluded from: 
the Crown by AF of State. He chang'd his Religion indeed). 
but not till he had almoft weather’d the Storm, secoverd 
the belt part of his Esfate, and gain’d fome glorious Vi- 
Gores in pitchra Battels; fo. that his changing cannot with- 
outinjuitice be attributed tohis fear. Monfieur Chiverny, 
in his Mewoirs of thofe times plainly tells us, .that Ae /o- 
levenly promif?dto his Predeceffour Henry the Third, thez' 
dying, that he won'd- become a Romanilt; and Davila, 
though he fays not this diredély, yet denyes it not. By 
whole hands Mery the fourth died, is notorioufly knowns; 
but it's invidioufly ure’d, both by Mr. Huvt and the Re- 
flefors': for we may, to our fhame, remember, that a: 
King’ of our own Country was barbaroufly murther’d by 
his‘ Swbjes, who profelP'd the fame Religions though I 
believe that neither Faques Clement, nor Ravillac, were 
bétiér Papifis, than the Independents and’ Presbyterians 
were Proteffants : So that. their Argument. only proves. 
that there are Rogues of all Religions : Iliacos intra mu- 
ros peccatur @» extra. -But Mr. Huxt. follows his blow a-: 
gain that L have offer'd..a Yuftification of an AC of Ex-: 
clifion'a gaint a fi RY ie ii a Provefint Kangdom, 
by remembring what was done against the King of Navarre, 
who'was defacto excluded by an AG of State, My-Gentle- 
man, I perceive, is very willing to call. that an Bus 
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Exclufion, and an A& of State, which is only an our Lan- 
guage, call’d a Bi: for Hexry the third cow’d never be 
gain’d to pafsit, though it was propof’d by the three E- 
flates at Blows. The Reflefors are more modeft s for 
they. profefs, (though I am afraid it. is fomewhat againft 
the grain) that a Vote of the Houle of Commons is not an 
Ac : But the times are ‘turn’d upon them, and they dare 
{peak no other Language. Mr. Huxt indeed is a bold 
Republican, and tells you the bottom of their meaning. 


_ Yet why fhould it make the courage of his Royal Highnefs 


quail, to find hinfelf under this reprefentation 2 which by 
our Authors favour, is neither difzal, nor difastrous, 
Henry the Fourth efcap’d this dreadful Machine of the 
League : 1 fay dreadful, for the three Eftates were at that 
time compof’d generally of Gui/ards, fatiows, hot- headed 
rebellious interrefed men: The King in poffelfion, was but 
his Brother-iz-Law 5 and at that time publickly his Exe- 
my for the King of Navarre was then in arms again{t 
him ; and yet the fenfe of Common Fuftice, and the good | 
of his People fo prevail’d , that he withftood the Project 
of the States, which he alfo knew was levell’d at himjelfs 
for had the Exclufion proceeded, he had been immedi- 
ately lay’d by, and the Lieutenancy of Framce conferr’d 
on Guifé : after which the Rebel wou’d certainly have 
put up his Title forthe Crown. _ In the Cafe of his Royal 
Eighne/s, only one of the three Estates have offer’d at the 
Exclufions and have been conftantly oppof’d by the 
other two, and by his Majeffy : Neither is it any way | 
probable , that the like will ever be again attempted :; 

For the fatal Confequences, as weli as the IWegality of 
that Delign , are feen through already by the People, 
So that inftead of offering a juftification of an AG of — 
Exclufion , { have expof’d a rebellious , impiows., and 
fruitlefé contrivance tending to it. If we look on the 
Parliament of Paris, when they were in their right wits, 
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before they were ixtoxicated by the League, (at leaft whol- 
ly) we fhall find them! addreffing to King Henry the third 
in another Key, concérning the King of Navar?’s Succel- 
fron, though he was at that time (as they call’d it) a re- 
lapf"d Heretiqne. And to this purpofel will quote a paf- 
fage out of the Fournals of Heery the Third. fo much 
magnify'd by my Adverfaries. — 

Towards the-end of September, 158%. there was pub- 
lifhed at Paris, a Bull of Excomumnication, againtt the 
King of Navarre, and the Prince of Cowde: The Parlia- 
ment of Puris, made their Remonftrance to the King up- 
on-it, which was both grave, and worthy of the: Place 
they-held, and of the Authority they have in this King- 
dom. Saying, for conclufion, that their Court had ria | 
the Style of this Bull, fo full of Innovation, and fo diftaut 
from the Modefty of antient Popes, that they con'd not un- 
derfland in it, the voice of an Apoftles Succeflor ; foraf- 
much, as they found not in their Records, nor in the fearch 
of all Antiquity, that the Princes of France, had ever been 
JubjeE to the Fuftice or Furifdittion of the Pope, aud they 
cond not take it into confideration, till furft he made appear 
the Right which he pretended in the Tranflition of King. 
dows, eftablifh'd and ordain'd by Almighty God, before the 
Name of Pope was heard of in the World. Tis plain by 
this, that the Parliament of Paris, acknowledg’d an in- 
herent Right of Succeffion in the King of Navarre, though 
of a'contrary Religion ‘to their own: And though after 
the Duke ‘of Guijes Murther ‘at Blows, the City of Paris 
revolted from their Obedience to theit Kizg, pretending 
that he was fallen from the Crown, by reafon of that 
and ‘other Adtions, with which they ‘charg’d him 3 yet 
the fum’ of all their? Power to renotinc’ him, and create 
the Duke of Mayexne Lieutenant General , depended al- 
timately On the Popes authority which as you fee, but 
three years before, they had eae denied. 
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The Colledg. of Sorboxne began. the Dance, by their’ 
Determination, that the Kizgly Right was. forfeited s and: 
{tripping him of all his Dégzities, they. call'd him plain 
Henry de Valois : after this, fays my Author, /ixteen Raj- 
cals (by which he means thé Council, of that Nusber ) 
having adminifired the Oath of Government to the Duke: 
of Mayenne, to. take iz quality of Lievtenant General of 
the Bjtate and Crown of France 5 the fame ridiculous Dig- 
nity, was confirurd to. him, by an imaginary Parliament, 
the true Parliament beivg detain’d Prifoners, ix divers of. 
the City-Gaols, and two new Seals were order’d to be imme. 
diately made, with this In{cription : The Seal of the King- 
dom of France. I need not inlarge on this Relation, 
*tis evident from hence, that the Sorbonifis were the 
Original, atid our Schifmatiques in England, were the 
Copiers of Rebellion; that. Paris began, and: Londom 
follow’d.. ) 7g 


The next Lines of my Author are, that 2 Gentleman: 
of Parts, made the Duke of Mayenne’s Picture to bedrawn, 
mith a Crown Ineperial ox his Head, and \ have heard of. 
an Englith Nobleman, who has at this day, the Pi@ure 
of Old. Oliver, with this Motto. underneath. it, Utinane: 
wixerts. All this while, this cannot be reckon'd. an AG. 
of State, for the Depofing King Henry the Thirds becaule 
it. was an AQ@ of Ouvert Rebellion in the. Parifiaus: nei- 
ther could the helding of the three Eftates at Paris, af- 
terwards, by the fame Duke of Mayenne, devolve any 
Right on him, in prejudice of King Hezry the Fourth; 
though thofe pretended States, declar’d. his Title void, 
©n the account. of his. Re/igioz : becaufe, thofe Eftates. 
could neither be call’d nor holden, but by and underthe: 
Authority of the Lawful King. It wowd take more time 
than I. have. allow’d,, for. this. Vindication; or I pas 
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eafily trace from the French History, what Misfortunesat- 
tended Frazce, and how near it wasto Ruine, by the En- 
deavors to alter the Succeflion. For firft, it was a@tually 
Difzembred, the Duke of Merceur fetting up a Principa- 
lity inthe Dutchy of Bretagne, Independant of the Crown: 
the Duke of Mayenne had an evident defign to be elected 
King, by the favour of the People and the Pope: the 
young Dukes of Guife and of Nemours, afpir’d with the 
intereft of the Spaniards, to be chofen, by their Marriage 
with the Infanta Izabella. The Duke of Lorrain, was 
for cantling out fome part of France, which lay next his 
Territories ; and the Duke of Savoy, had before the 
Death of Heury the Third, aCtually poffefsd himfelf of the 
Marquifate of Saluces. But above all, the Spaniards fo- 
mented thefe Civil Ware, in hopes to reduce that flou- 
rifhing Kingdom, under their own Mozarchy. To as 
many, and as great Mifchiefs, fhould we be evidently 
fubje@ 5 if we {hould madly ingage our felves, in the 
like Praétifes of altering the Succeffion, which our Gra- 
cious King, in his Royal Wifdom well forfaw 5 and has 
cut up that accurfed Proje& by the Roots; which will 
render the memory of his Fuftice and Prudence, Immortal 
and Sacred to future Ages, for having not only preferv'd 
our prefent quiet, but fecur’d the Peace of our Pofterity. 


‘Tis clearly manifeft, that no Aé&t of State pafs'd, to the 
prs of either, the King of Navarre, or of Henry 
the Fourth; confider him, in either of the two circum- 
{tances : but Oracle Hunt, taking this for granted, 
wou'd prove 2 fortiori, that 7f a Proteftant Prince, were 
actually excluded from a Popifh Kingdon, then a Popifh 
Succeffor is more reafonably to be excluded from a Prote- 
Stant Kingdom 3 becaufe, fays he, a Proteftant Prince, is 
under no Obligation to deftroy his Popifh Subjetts, but a Po- 
pifo Prince, is to deftroy his Proteftant Subjedts : upon 
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which bare fuppofition, without farther Proof, he:calls 
him iz/ufferable Tyrant, and the wort of Moxjters. 


Now I take the matter quite otherwife, and bind my 
felf to maintain, that there is not, nor can be any Obli- 
gation, for a King to deftroy bis Subjects of a contrary 
Perfwafion, to the eftablifh’d Religion-ef his Country : for 
quatenus SubjeZs, of what Peligion foever, be a zfallibly. 
bound to preferve and, cherifh, and not to deftroy them: 
and this is the firft duty of a Lawful Soveraign, as fach; 
antecedent to any tye or confideration of his Religion. 
Indeed, in thofe Countries where the Izquifition 1s. intro- 
duc'd, it goes harder with Proteftavts, and the-reafon is: 
manifeft, becaufe the Protefiant Religion has. not gotten. 
footing there, and feverity is the means to keep it out > 
But to make. this inftance, reach Eygland, our Religion 
muft not only be chang’d (which in it. felf, is almoft 
impoffible to imagine) but the Couneil of Trent receiv’d 
and the Ivquifition admitted, which many Popifh Conutries 
have rejected. I forget not the Cruelties, which were exer-. 
eif°d in Queen Maries time, againft the Proteffants; nei- 
ther do I any way excufe them: But. it follows not, that 
every Popifh Succefor fhowd take example by them, for: 
every ones Confcience of the fame Religion, 1s not guided 
by the fame Didtates in his Government: Neither does it 
follow, that ifone be cruel, another muft5 efpecially, 
when there is a-{tronger Obligation, and greater Intereft 
. to. the contrary : For if a Popifh King in England fhowd' 
be bound to deftroy his Proteffant People, 1 woud ask 
the Queftion, ever whom he meant to Reign afterwards > 
and how many Subjects would beleft ? 


In Queen Maries ume, the Proteftant Religion had ; 
tearcely taken. root : And it is reafonable to: be fuppos'd, : 
that the found the,numbetr of Papilts, equalling that of, 
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the: Proteftarits, atcher entrance toithe Kingdom 3 “efpect- 
ally.if we reckon anto: theracdount thofe who were the 
Trimmers of the times I mean fuch, who privately were 
Papifts, though under her Proteftant Predeceflour they 
appear'd otherwile.. Therefore, her:difficulties in. perfe- 
cuting her reform’d Subjects; were far from being fo in- 
fuperable, as ours now are, when the ftrength and num- 
ber of the Papifts is fo very mconfiderable. They who 
caft inthe Church:of Evgland as ready toembrace Popery, 
are either _K aves: enough to know they lye, or Fools e- 
nough not to have confider’d the Tevents of that Church,’ 
which-are'diavzetrically oppofite to Poperp3iand mote fo 
than any of the Ses. | 


_ Not toinfift on the quiet and fecurity,which Proteftant 
Subjects at this day enjoy in fome parts of Germeany, under 
Popifh Princes; where I have been affur ‘d,that Ma/r is faid, 
and a Lutheran Sermon preach’d in different parts of the: 
fame Church, on the fameday, without difturbance on 
either fide 3 nor onthe Priviledges granted by Hewry the’ 
Fourth of France to his Party, after he had forfaken their 
Opinions, which they quietly:poffeff d:for a long time-af 
ter his death: ; on FE evi 


The French Hiftories are full of Examples, maniteftly 
proving, that the fierceft of their Popifh Princes ‘have not 
thought ‘themfelvés bound todeftroy their Proteftant Sub- 
jedszandthe feveral Edicfs gvanted under them,in favor of 
the Reform'd Religion, are pregnant inftanees of this truth. 
Tam not much given to Quotations,’ but Davila lies open 
for every: man to read: )iTolerations, and free excrcife of 
Religion, granted more .amplyin formes more retrain aly ine 
others, ave tio fim: that thote: PrincesiHeld: themfelves-ob- 
lig’. in: Com/oience to. deftroy men of a different Perfwa- 
fon. -It will befaid thofeTolerations were gain:d by force: 
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of Arms: Inthe firft place ‘tis no great credit to the Pro- 
teftant Religion, that the Proteftants in Frazce were actu- 
ally Rebels. But thetruth is, they were only Gevxeva Pro- 
testants, and their opinions were far diftant from thofe of 
the Church of Ezgland, which teaches paffive obedience to 
all her Sons, and: not to propagate Religion by RebeWion, 
But ’tis further to be confider'd, that thofe French Kings, 
though Papifts, thought the prefervation of their Subjects 
and the publick Peace, were to be confider’d, before 
the gratification of the Court of Rome 3 and though the 
number of the Papifts, exceeded that of the Proteftants, in 
the proportion of three to.one5 though the Proteftants 
were always beaten when they fought, and though the 
Popes prefsd continually with Exhortations and Threat- 
nings to extirpate Calvinifiz, yet Kings thought it enough 

“to continue in their own Acligion themfelves, without for- 
cing it upon their Subjects, much lefs deftroying them who 
profef{?d another. But it will be objected thofe Edi&s of 
Toleration were not kept on the Papz/ts fide: They wou’d 
an{wer, becaufe the Proteftants ftretch’d their Privileges 
further than was granted: and. that. they: often relapfd 
into Rebellion : But whether or no the Proteftants werein 

fault, leave Hiftory to determine : ‘tis matter of fac, that 
they were barbaroully. waffacred, under the protection of 
the Publick Faith: Therefore to argue fairly, either an 

Oath from Protestants is not to be taken by a Popifh 
Prince 3, or if taken, ought inviolably to be prefero’d. For 
when we oblige our felves to any one, ’tis not his perfon 
we fo much confider, as that of the moft high God, who 
is call’d to witnefs this our action: and ‘tis to him we are 
to difcharge our Confcience.....Neither is there;‘or can be 
any tye on. humane Society, when that of an Ozthis no 
more regarded :' which being an appeal to God, he is im- 
mediate Judge of it 5 and Chronicles are not filent how 
often he has punifh’d perjurd Kings. The inftance of 

| Viadif- 














| the Duke of Guife. 30. 
Viadiflaus King of Hdngary, breaking his faith with Avex 
rath the Turk, at the inftigation of Fulian the Popes Le- 
gate, and. his miferable death enfuing it, fhows that ever: 
to Infidels, much more to Chriftians, that obligation ought 
to be accounted facred.And I the rather urge this, becaufe. 
it isan Argument taken almoft verbatim from aPapi(t , 
who accufes Catharine de Medicis.for violating her word: 
given to. the Protestants during. her Regexcy of France. 
What fecurities in particular we have, that our own-Religi## 
on and Liberties wou'd be preferv'd, though under a Po- 
pifo Succeffour, any one may inform himfelf at. large in a: 
Book lately written by the. Reverendand learned DoGor 
Hicks, calld Fovianz, in anfwer to Fulian the Apoftate sin 
which, that truly Chriftian Author has fatisfy'd all {cruples 
which reafonable men can. make, and prov'd that we are 
inno danger of lofing either 5 and wherein.alfo, if chofe 
affurances {hou‘d all fail. (which is:almoft. morally. impof-. 
fible) the DoGrine of Pajffive Obedience: is unanfrerably: 
demonfirated :-a Doctrine deliver'd with fo much fince- 
rity, and. refignation of {pirit, that it feems evident the. 
Affertor of it 1s ready, if there. were occafion, to. feal it 
with his blood... eee anew aS 

[ have done with mannerly Mr. Huzt, who is only vagy. 
nominis umbra > the molt maliciouws, and .withal, the moft: 
incoherent ignorant Scribler. of the whole Party. Linfule. 
not over his misfortunes, though he has himfelf occafion'd: 
them: and_ though I will not take his own. excufe, ‘that 
he is in paflion, I will make a better,forjhim 5. forI con-- . 
clude him. crack’d.:: and if he fhould return'to Exgland, 
am charitable enough.to with: his only, Prifom might be. 
Bedlam. ‘This Apology is.truer than that..he makes for: 
me: for writing,a Play, as1 conceive, is not entring into: 
the Objfervators Provinces. neithenis it the Obfervators man- 
ner to confound. truth wrth fal[ehood,. to put. ons: the. eyes. of. 
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People, and leave thene without underftanding. The quarrel 
Of the Party°to him,’ is that he has undeceiv’'d the ignorant, 
tnd laid open'the fhameful contrivances of the wew varmpe 
Affociation' > that thougl he is o2 the wrong fide of life, as 
he-vallyit,' yet he’ pleads not his Age to be Kyeritus ¥ that 
it (Hort, he’ has left-the Faction as bare of Arguments) as 
Pyops' Bird of feathers'S and plum’d them of all thofé fal: 
lactes and ‘evafions which they borrowed from Fefits and 
Presbyterians. ' AL IW TRISTE " 


Now for my Tewplar and Poet in affectation for a Libel, 
like the Conjun@ion of Saturn and Fupiter in a fiery Sze: 
what the ove wants in 7, ‘the other mult fupply in Law. 
As for Malice’, ‘their quota’s are indifferently well ad- 
jufted: the rough Draught 1 take for granted, is the 
Poets, the finifhings the Lawyers. They begin, that ‘in 
order to‘one Mr. Friend's commands, one of them went to 
feethe Play: ‘This was not the Poet, I'am¢ertam, forno 
body {aw him there, and he is not-ofa Sze to be ‘con- 
ceal’'d. But the Mountain, they fay, was deliver’d of 2 
Mowe: 1 have been Goffip to’: manyfach Labors of a‘ dull 
fat Scribler, where the Mountain has been bigger, and the 
Mouje les. ‘The next Sally, is on the City Elections, and 
a'Charge Ys ‘ brovight' again{t my Lord ‘Mayor, and’ the 
two Sheriffs; for excluding true Elecfors. YT have heard, 
that’ a Whig Gentleman of the Temple, hired a Livery. 
Gown, to give his Voice among the Covpanies at Guild- 
Hal; \et the ‘queftion be put, whether’ or no, be were a 
tree Eledfor ? Then their own Faries are commended 
from feveral' Topiques 5 ‘they are the Wife, Richeff, and 
moft Con/cientiows : to which is an{wer'd Igzcramm. But 
our “Furies give moft prodigious and unheard of Danages, “ 
Hithero there is nothing’. but Boys-play in our Au- 
thors: “My MW grinds Pepper and Spice, jour Mill grinds 
Rats and Mite. They’go on, if I may be allow’d to 
P judge 
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judge (as men that do not Poetize, may be Judges of Wit, 
Huntane natureand Common Decencies :) So then the Sen- 
tence is begun'with J: there is but one of them puts 
in for a Judges Place : ‘that's he 22 the Gray: but prefently — 
‘tis men; two more in Buckrane , woud be Fudges too: 
Neither of them it feems, Poctize 5 that's true, but both 
of them are ‘in at Rhime Dogerel, wittels the Song .a- 
gainft the Bihops, and the Tunbridge-Ballad. By the 
way, I find all‘my Scribling Enemies have a mind to 
be Fadges, and Chief Barons: proceed Gentlemen. The 
Play (as Yam inforaPd by. forte, who have a nearer Com- 
ttunication with the Poets and the Players, that I have.), 
Which of the two Sofia’s is it that now {peaks ? If the 
Lawyer, ‘tis true, he has but little Coxemunicatzon with 
the Players’: if the Poet, the Players have but little Cow- 
mimicdtion wit bin. Fortis not long ago, ‘he faid to 
fome body, By G— my Lord, thofé Tory-rogues will ak 
none of my Plays. Well, but the Accufation, that this 
Play was once written by another, and then ‘twas call’d 
the Parifiax Majffacre : Such a Play, I have heard indeed 
was written; but I never faw, it. - Whether this be.any 
of itor no, Pcan fay no more, than for my own_part of 
it. But pray, who denies the unparalleld villany of the 
Papifts, in that bloody Mafacre? LU have enquired, why 
s¢ was not Acted, and heard it was ftopt,by the interpofiti- 
on of an. Avbaffador, who was willing to fave the Credit 
of his Country, and not’ to have the Memory of an Adti-’ 
on fo barbarous, reviv'd. But that I tempted my Friend 
to alter it, is a notorious Whiggif to fave the broader 
Word. The: Sicilian’ Vefpers 1 have had Plotted by me 
above thefe feven years: The Story of it, T found under 
borow’d Names in G@dd@eCinthio; but the Rape in my 
Tragedy of Amboyna, was {o like it, that I forbore the 
Writing. But what had this tc do with Proteftants? tor 
the Maffacres and the Maffacred were all Papitts. 
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But ‘tis obfervable, they fay, that though. the Mafficre, 
coud not be aed, as it ras jurft writter againft Papifts, yet 
when it was turn'd upon Proteftanis, it. found reception, 


Now all’s come out,the Scandal of the Story,turns.at Jafk 
upon the Government : that Patronifes Popifh Plays, and fore- 
bids Proteftant. Ours isto-be a Popifo Play, why > becaufe 
it expofes the Villany of Seéaries and Rebels > Prove them. 
firft to be Proteftants, and fee what you will. get by it 
when you, have done > your Party are certainly the men 
whom the Play attaques 5. and {0 far Twill help you :. the. 
Defigns and A@tons reprefented in the Play, are fuch as) 
you have Copyed from the Leaene 5 for though you have. 
wickednefs enough, yet you wanted the Wit to make a. 
new.Contrivance. But for fhame, while you are. cairying. 
on fueh palpable villany, do not affume the . name; 
of Proteftants. You will tell us, you are friends:to the. 
Government, and the Kings deff Subjeds5. but. all the. - 
while, you are afperfing both # and biz, Who fhall be. 
Judges, whether you. are Friends or not? the. Goverz-- 
vent or you ¢ Have not: all Rebels always.fung the fame. 
song ? Was ever Thief or Murtherer Fool. enough to 
plead: Guilty 2. For your Love-and. Loyalty to the King, 
they who mean him beft among{t you, are no. better. 
Subjects than Dike Trincule : They. woud be con- 
tent he fhou'd. be Viceroy, fo they. may. be Vicereys over 
hum... . 


The. next- Aceufation is particular to. me; that Ithe 
Jaid. Bays, mowd falfly and feLonionfly,. have robbd Nat. 
Lee, of his fhare. in. the. 1 Pati Oedipus: Now. & 
am Cz/prit;. Lwrit the firftand third A@s of Ocdipus, and: 
drew the Scezary of the whole Play :- when-ever I, have 
ewnd a farther Proportion, let. my Accufers.{peak, ; this. 
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‘was meant ‘mifchievoufly, to fet ustwo at variance: Whe 
is the old Serpent and Sataz now ? When my Friends help 
my barren Fancy, I am thankful for it : I do not 
ufe to receive affiftance, and afterwards ungratefully dif- 
own It. | 


Not ‘long after, Exemplary Punifhment ts due ‘to me, 
for this moft devilifi Parabel. “Tis a devilifh one indeed 5 
‘but who can help it, if 1 draw Devils like one another, 
the fault ts in themfelves for being fo: I neither made 
their Horns nor Claws, nor cloven Feet: I know not 
what I fhou’d have done, unlefs I had drawn the Devil 
a handjom proper Gentleman, \ike the Painter in the Fable, 
to have made a Friend of him; but I ought to be exem- 
plarily punifh'd for it; when the Devil gets uppermoft, 1 
fhall expe it. In the mean time, let Magiftrates (that 
refpett their Oaths and Office) which words you fee, are 
put into’ a Parenthefis, as (if God help us) we ‘had 
none {uch now; let them put the Law in execution, a- 
gaintt lend Scriblers, the Mark will be too fair upon a 
Pillory, fora Turuip or a rotten Egg to wifs it. But for 
my part, [have not Malice enough, to wifh him fo much 
harm 3 not fo much. as to have a Hair of his head perith, 
much lefs, that one whole fide of it fhould be difmantled: I 
am no Informer who writ fucha Song, or fuch a Libel, 
if the Dulnefs betrays him not, he is fafe for me. And 
may the fame dulnefs preferve him ever from pwblick 
Fuftice: “tis a fufficient thick Mud-mal/, betwixt hrm and 
Law : ’tis his Guardian Angel, that protedts him from Pu- 
nifhment, becaufé in fpight of him, ‘he cannot deferve tt. 
"Tis that which preferves him innocent, when he means. 
moft mifchief; and makes him a.Saint, when he intends 
to be a Devil. ‘He can never offend enough, to need 
the Mercy of the Government 5 for ’tis beholding to him, 
that he writes againft it : and he never offers ‘at a 
by : F 2 Satyr, 
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Satyr, but; he converts, his Readers to: the coutrary O-. 
iG th a7 Gees goal WE. 4 wyolr seated Bee ese ls 
“Some of the fucceeding Pargraphs, are intended for 
wery Ciceronian: There the Lamyer flourifhes in the Pul- 
pit, and the Poet ftands in Socks amongft the Crowd to 
hear him. Now. for. Narration, Refutatiou, .Caluusniati- 
ov, Aggravation; and the: whole Artery of Tropes, and 
Figures, to defend the; Proceedings at Gyild-Hall: the 
mo{t minute circumftances of the Elections, are defcrib'd 
fo lively, that a man, who had not heard he was there in 
a Livery-Gown, might. fufpect, there .was a. quorum pars 
magna fui_in the Cafe : and. multitudes, of Electors, 
jult aswell qualified as himfelf, might give their. Party 
thé greater Number: but throw back their galt Shillings, 
which were told for Guizuies, and. their true Summ was 
confiderably lefs... Well, there. was no Rebellion at this 
timé, therefore fays my Adverfary, there was no Parallel, 
°Tis true, ‘there was no Rebe/ion ; but whoever-told him, 
that I intended this Parallel fo far? if the likenefs had 
been throughout, I may gues by their good will to me, 
that I had never liv’d to write it.. But to fhow his mi- - 
ftake, which [believe wilful, the Play was wholly writ- 
tena, month or: two before the aft EleGion of the She- 
riffs, Yet, it feems there was fome kind of Prophefe in . 
the Cafe: and till the Faction gets clear of a. Réo#, a part. 
of the Comparifon will hold evém theres yet, if he plea- 
{es toremember, there has been'a King. of England forced 
by the Inhabitants from his Juperial Town. Tistrue,the 
Son has:had better.fortune than the Fathers but the rea- 
fon is, that hehas now. a {tronger Party in the Céy,, than. 
his Enemies :. the Goverwment of it 1s fecurd in Loy- 
al.and Prudent Hands,’ and the Party.is to weak to pufh.- 
their defigns farther. They refeved not their beloved Sheriffs, 
ak: a, time (he_tells. you) when they had moft important 
| mle. 












rene 


the Duke of Guile. 45 


nfé of thew. ‘What the importancy ofithé occafion'was, 
EL will not fearch ; ‘tis well.if their own; Confciences: will 
acquit them. But. let. them be never. fo much belov’d, 
their Adherents knew ‘it. was a Lawful Authority that. 
- fent them to. the Towers. and an Authority, which: to 
their forrow,.they were not able to ref: fo that if four 
men guarded them without difturbance, and to the con- 
tempt of their {trength, at broad noon day, and at full 
Exchange time,..it.was.no more their honefty, to ftand 
looking. on with their hands in their Pockets, than it 1s of 
a {mall Band of Roblers, to let a Caravan go by, which is: 
too {trong for them to affaulk... 


After this, Iam call’d after the old rate, Joofe and in- 
famous Scribler, and *tis well I {cape fo cheap :' bear your: 
ood fortune moderately, Mr. Poeé : for asloofe andas in- 
Peat as Tam, if [had written for your Party, your Pen- 
tion woud have been cut off, as ufelefs. But they muft: 
take up with Settle, and {uch as they can get :..Bartholo-- 
mew-F air Writers, and Bartholomew-Clofe Printers, theres - 
a famine of Wit.amongft them, they are fore'd to give un-- 
confcionable rates, and after all.to.have only Carrion-for: 
‘their money. 
Then I am av ignorant fellow for not knowing there were: 
no “Furies in Paris. : {do not.remember [have written: 
any fuch thing : but whoever did, Lam confident it .was- 
not his zgzorance. Perhaps he hada mind.to bring the cafe 
a little nearer home: if they had: not: Furies in-Paris, we 
had them from the Norwans, who were French-men : and - 
as you manag’d them, .we had as:good have had, none 10 
London : Let it fatisfie you.we have them. nows and fome - 
of your loofe and infamous Scriblers, may. come to.under- 
{tand it a little better. ‘3 

The next isthe Juftification of a Noble Peer deceafiid: : 
the Cafe is known, and Ihave no quarrel/to-his:memory : : 
: | let. 
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Jet it fleeps he is‘now before another Judge. Immedi- 
ately after I am faid to have intended aw abufé to the 
Hlonfe of Commons which is call'd by our Authors, the 
wife Auguft Afembly of Europe. They areto prove have 
abuf’d that Houle 5 but ‘tis manifelt they have leflen'd 
‘the Houfe of Lords, by owning the Commons to be the 
more August Alfembly. ’Tis an Houle chofen (they fay) by 
-every Proteftant who has a confiderable Inheritance‘ in 
Bagland, which word coxfiderable fignifies forty fhil- 
‘lings peranuum of free Land. For the intereft of the loyal 
Party , fo much undervalued by our Authors, they have 
‘long agoe confefs'd in print, that the Nobility and Gentry 
‘have difown'd them: and the Yeomanry have at laft con- 
fider'd, queis bec confevimeus arva 2 they have had enough 
‘of unlawful and arbitrary powers and know to their coft; 


What an August Afémbly they had once without a King 
cand Howje of Peers. | 


But now they have me ina burning fcent, and run af. 
ter me full cry: Was ever fach licence consiv’d at jet, in an 
tmpiows Libeller and Scribler, that the. Succeffion, fo folemn 
a matter, that is not fit tobe debated of but in Parliament, 
fooud be profan'd fo far.as to be playd with on the Stage 2 


Hold a little, Gentlemen, hold a little (as one of your 
fcllow Citizens fays in the Duke of Guife:) Is it fo ux- 
Jawful for me to argue for the Succeffion in the right Line 
upon the Stages, and is it fo very lawful for Mr. Hunt, 
and the Scriblers of your Party, to oppofé it intheir Libel 
ofthe Stage? Is it {0 facred, that a Parliament only 
is fufier'd to debate it, and dare you run it down both in 
your Difcourfes and Pamphlets out of Parliament ? In con- 
{cience what can you urge againft me, which] cannot re- 
turn an hundred times heavier on yon? And by the way 
you tell me, that to affirm the contrary to this, isa Pre- 


weunire 
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in our Books. The lawful Authority of an Houfe of Com- 


mons I acknowledges but without fear and trembling, 
asmy Rejflecfors wou'd have it : For why-fhou'd Hear my: 
Reprefentatives ? they are fummon’d to confult about the - 
publick good, and not to frighten thofe who chofe them, . 
“Tis for you to tremble who libel the fupream Authority, of 
the Nation, But we knavith Coxcombs and Villains.are to - 
know, fay my. Authors, that 2 Vote is the option of that: 
Houfé. Lord help our underftandings that know-not: 
_ this without their telling! What Exghjfb-man do-you- 
think does not honour his: Reprefentatives, and with a- 
Parliament void of heats and animofities,. to fecure- 
the quiet ofthe Nation? You cite his Majefties taft De. 
claration again{t thofe who dare trifle with Parliaments: : 
(a Declaration-by the way, which you endeavour not: 
to have read publickly in Churches, with a threatning to. 


thofe that didit.) But me ftill declare (fays his Ma jalty). 


that noirregularsties of Parliament hall make ws out of love: 


with them: Are not you unfortunate Quoters why now, - 


fhou'd. you rub up the remembrance of thole regularities 


mention’d in that Declaration, which. caufd,. as the Kane. 


informs.us, its diflolution.>” 


The next Psragraph is already an{werd); “tis:-only-a 
clumfey Commendation ofthe D. of M-copied after Mr. - 


Aduut, anc a proof that he ts unlike the Duke of Gui/é: 


the: Duke of Guife. — her 
seunire again{t the Statute of the 13. of Elz; If fuch 2° 
Premunire be, pray anfwer me'who has mot ineurrdit 2: 
In the mean time do. me the favour to look into the Siz-. 
tute-Book, and {ee if you can find the Statute <: you know.’ 
your felves, or you have been told it, that this Statute is; 
virtually. repeal’d, by that of the fir. of King James, ace. 
knowledging his immediate lawfull and undoubted right to: 
this Imperial Crown, as the next lineal Heir: thofe lat: 
words are an iwplicit~ anii-declaration to the Statute: 
_ i Queen: Elizabeth, which for that reafon is now omitted : 


Adters 
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After having done my drudgery for me,and having moft 

-officioufly prov'd that the Exglifh Duke, ‘is no Parallel for 
the French ; which Iam fure heis not, they are nextto'do 
their’ own’ bufinefs, which is; that 1 meant a Parallel-be- 
twixt Heery the Third; and our moft gracious Soveraign. 
But, as fallacies are always couch’d in general Propofiti- 
ons, they plead the whole courfe of the Drama, which, 
they fay, fees to infinuate my intentions. One may fee 
‘to.what a miferable fhift they are driven : when, ‘for 
swant of any one.inftance, to which I challenge them, they 
have only to ‘alledge, that the Play SEEMS to infi- 
nuate it. I anfwer, it does not feem, which 1s a bare 
Negative to a bare Affirmative and then we are” juft 
where we were before. Fat Fal/taffe was never fet har- 
der by the Prince for a Reafoz, when he anfwerd, ‘that 
that 7f Reafons grew as thick, as Black-berries, he won'd 
not give oxe. Well, after long pumping, left the lie 
fhou'd appear quite barefac’d, they have found, I faid, 
that at Kiug Hexry’s Birth, there fhone a Regal Star: fo 
there did at King Charles the feconds: therefore I have 
made a Parallel betwixt Henry the third, and Charles the 
fecond. A very concluding Siogi/m, if 1 fhou’d anfwer 
it no farther. oe: | 


Now let ‘us look upon the Play, the words are in‘the 
fourgh A. The Conjurer there is asking his Devil, 
what Fortune attended his Mafter, the Guile, and what the 
King 2 The familiar anfwers concerning the King. He 
cannot be Depos'd, he may be kil¥ds 2 violent Fate attends 
hive : but at bis Birth, there fhone a Regal Star, (Conj.) 
My Matter had a ftronger, (Degil) zo not a ftronger, but 
more Popular. Let the whole Scene (which is one of the 
beft in the Tragedy, though murder’d in the Aézug ) 
be read together; and it will be as clear as day-light, 

7 that 
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~ that the Devil gave an Affrological account of the! French 
Kings Horofcope: that the Regal Star, then culminating, 
was the Swz in the tenth Houfé or Mid-heavens which 


Ceteris paribus isa Regal Nativity in that Art. The rett \ 
of the Scene confirms what I have faid: fer the Devil has ‘\ 


taken the Pofition of the Heaven's, or Scheam of the 
World, at the point of the Swzs extrance into Aries: I 
difpute not here the Truth or Lawfulnefs of that Art 5 but 
tis ufual with Poets, efpecially with the {talians, to mix 
Aftrology in their Poems: Chawcer, amongtt us, is frequent 
- ynit; but this Revolution particularly I havetaken out of 
Luigi Pulci, and there is one almoft the fame in Boyar- 
do’s Orlando Inamorato. Now if thefe Poets knew, that 
a Star were to appear at our Kings Birth, they were bet- 
ter Prophets than Nostradamus, who has told us nothing 
of it. Yet this they fay is Treafon with a Witnefs, and 
one of the Crimes for which they condemn'd me to be bang’d 
drawn and quarter'd : \ find they do not believe me to 
be one of their Party at the bottom, by their charitable 
wifhes to me; and am proud enough, to think J have 
done them fome little mifchief, becaufe they are fo defi- 
rous tobe ridofme. Butif Jack Ketch mult needs have 
the handling of us Poets, let him begin firft where he may 
take the deepeft Say: let we be hang’d, but in my tura 3 for 
I am fure I am neither the fatteft Scribler nor the: worft 5 
Tle be judg’d by their own Party. But for all our Com- 
forts, the days of hanging are a little out of date : and 
Ehope there will be no more Treafon with aWitnefs, or 
Witnefes ; for now there isno more to be got by Swear- 


ing, and the Market is over-ftockd befides. 


But are you in earneft, when you fay I have made 
Henry the Third fearful, weak, bloody, perfidious , hypo- 
critical and fawning in the Play ? Lam fure an unbi- 
afs’d Reader will find a more favourable image of him 
G in 


Bilkiiisesys 


Bh bivs. 















a 


50 The Vindication of | 
in the Tragedy; what ever he was.out of it. You 
woud not have told. lye fo fhamelefs, but that you were 
refolv’d to fecond it with a worfe ; that I made a Paral. 
lel of that Prince. And now it comes to my turn, pray 
let me ask you, why youfpend three Pages and a half} in 
heaping up all the villanies true or falfe, which you can 
rake together, to blaft his memory ? Why is all this 
pains taken, to expofe the Perfor of King Hewry the 
Third 2? Are you Leaguer® or Covenanters, or Affociators > 
What has the poor dead:man done-to nettle you? Were 
his Rebels your Friends, or your Relations >? Were your 
Norman Anceftors of any of thofe Families, which were 
Confpirators in the Play ? -I {mell a Rat. in this bufinefs: 
Henry the Third is not taken thus to task for nothing. 
Let me tell you, this ts little better than an implicite con- 
fetfion of the Parallel which I intended. This Gentle- 
man of Valois {ticks in your ftomacks: and though | 
do not defend his Proceedings in the States, any other- 
wife, than by the inevitable neceflity which causd them, 
yet acknowledging his Crime, does not extenuate their 
Guilt, that fore’'d him to it. °~Fwas bad-on both fides, 
but the Revexge was not fo wicked. as the Ireafow: for 
twas a voluntary act of theirs, and a compel?d one of his. 
The fhort on’t is, he took a violent courfe to cut up 
the Covenant by the Roots; and theres your quaitel to 
him. . 


Now for a long winded Panegyrique of the King of 
Navarre: and here Iam fure they are in earneft, when 
they take fuch over pains, to prove there is no likenefs, 
where they fay I intended it. The Heroe at whom their 
malice is level'd, does but laugh at it. £ believe > Andja- 
monet the other vertues of that’ Predeceflor, wants nei- 
ther his #x#fizce nor his. Clemency, to. forgive all the 
Heads of the Leagwe, as faft as they fubmit : As for 
obliging 
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obliging them, (which our Authors wou'd fain hook in for 


an Ingredient) let them be fatisfied, that no more Ene- 
mies are to be bought off with Places and Preferments : 
the Tryal which has been made in two Kings Reigns, will 
warn the Family from fo fruitles and dangerous an Ex- 
pedient, The reft is already anfwer'd, in what I have 
faid to Mr. Hunt; but I thank them by the way, for their 
inftance of the fellow, whom the King of Navarre had 
pardon’d, and done good to, yet he woud not love hiv : 
for that Story reaches home fomewhere. 


Tmuft make hafte, to get out of hearing from this Byl- 
ling {gate Oratory 3 and indeed, to make anend with thefe 
Authors, except I could call Rogue and Racal as fatt as 
they. Let us examine the little reafon they produce, 
concerning the Exclufton. . 


Did the Pope, the Clergy, the Nobility azd Commo- 
nalty of France think it reafonables to exclude a Prince 
for profelfing a different Religion, and will the Papifts be 
angry if the Proteftants be of the fame Opinion ? No fare, 
they cannothave the impudence. 

Firft, here's the different Religion taken for granted, 
which was never prov’d on owe fide: though in the-King 
of Navarre, it was openly proféfd. Then the Pope, and 
the three Eftates of France had no power to alter the 
Succeffion, neither did the King in being, confent to it : 
or afterwards, did the greater part of the Nobility, Clergy 
and Gentry adhere to the Exclufion, but maintain’d the 
lawful King faccesfully againft it; as we are bound 
to. doin England, by the Oaths of Allegiance and Supre- 
macys made for the benefit of our Kings, and their Suc- 
ceflers The Obje@ions concernin g which Oath, are fully 
an{wer'd: by-Dottor Hicks, in his Preface to Jovian, and 
thither T refer the Reader. } 
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They tell us, that what it concerns Proteffants todo — 


in that cafe, enough has been heard by us in Parliament 
— Debates. — | 


Lanfwer, that Debates coming not by an Ad to any 
Ifue, conclude that there 1s nothing,to be done againft.a 
Law eftablifh'd, and fundamental of the Monarchy. They 
‘dare not infer a Right of taking up Ares, by vertue of a 
Debate or Vote, and yet they tacitly z#fnwate this : I ask 
them, what it does concern Proteftants to do 1n this cafe; 
and whether they mean any thing by that expreflion ? 
They have hamperd themfelves before they were aware 5 
for they proceed in the very next lines to tell us, they 
believe the Crowz of England being Hereditary, the uext 
in Blood, have an undoubted right to fucceed, unlefs God 
make them, or they make themfelves uncapable of Reigning s. 
So that according to them, if either of thofe two Impe- _ 
diments fhall happen, then it concerns the Proteftants: of 
Exgland to do that fomething, which if they had fpoken 
out, had been direct Treafoz. Here's fine Legerdemain 
amongft them they have acknowledg’d a Vote to be no 
more than the Opinion of an How/é,and yet from a Debate, 
which was abortive before it quicken into a Vote, they 
argue after the old Song, that there's fomething more to be 
done, which you cannot chufe but guefs. In. the next place, 
there’s no fuch thing as Incapacity to be fupposd, in the- 
immediate Suecefor of the Crown 5 That is, the rightful. 
Heir cannot be made uncapable on any account whatfoe- 
ver to fucceed. It may pleafe God, that he may be iz- 
habilis, or inidonews ad gerendam Rempublicam, unfit or 
unable to govern the Kingdom 5, but this is no zampediment. 
to his rzght of reigning ; he cannot either be excluded.or. \ 
depof?d for fach imperfection: Forthe Laws. which have. * 
provided for private men in this cafe, have. alfo made: 
provifion forthe Soverazgz and for the Publick: and; 
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- she Council of State or the next of Blood, is to admi- 
_ nifter the Kingdom for him. Charles the fixth of France 
(for 1 think we have no Englifo Examples which will 
reach it) forfeited not his Kingdom by his Lunacy, though 
a victorious King of Exgland was then. knocking -at-his 
Gates ; but all things under his Name, and by his Au: . 
thority, were manag’d. The cafe isthe fame, betwixt a 
King xox compos mentis, and one who is zondune compos 
mentis, a diftracted. or an Infant King.. Then.the Peo- 
‘ple cannot incapacitate the King ,. becaufe he derives: 
not his Right from them ,. but. from God. only ° nel- 
ther can any Adéioz, much le(s Opinion of a Soveraign;. 
render him uncapable for the fame reaton 3 excepting. only 
a voluntary Refiguation to his-ivemediate Heir, as in the: 
cafe of Charles the fifté : for that of our Richard the fecond: 
was invalid, becaule fore’ 5. and. not made to the zext: 


Succeffors. 


Neither does it follow, as our Authors urge, that az 
unalterable Succeffion fuppofes England to bethe Kings E- 

ate, and the People his Goods and Chattels. on it :. For the- 
prefervation of his Right, deftroys not our Propriety, but: 
maintains us in it. He has ty’d himfelf by Law,not:to in-- 
vade our Pofleffions, and we have oblig’d our. felves as’ 
Subjeds to him and all his lawful Succeffors : By which: 
srrevocable AG of'ours; both for our. felves and our. Po- 
fterity, we can no more exclude the. Succeffor, than-we. 
can depofe the prefext King. ‘The Eftate of England. is: 
indeed the Kings, and I may. fafely. grant their fuppofiti- 
on, as to the Governwent of Exgland: but it follows not, . 
that the People are his Goods and Chattels on it;.for then: - 
he might fell, alienate, or deftroy them: as he: pleas’d, - 
from all which he has ty’d himfelf by the Liberties: and: 

Priviledges which he has granted us by Laws... 


There’ss 
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There’s little elfe material in this Pamphlet: fur to fay, 
I wou'd infinuate into the King, a hatréd to-his capital City, 
is to fay, he fhou’d hate his belt friends,- the latt and the 
prefent Lord Mayor, our two Honourable Sheriffs, the 
Court of Aldermen, the worthy and Loyal Mr. Common 
Serjeant , with the reft of the Officers, who are generally 
well affected, and who have kept out their faétious Mem- 
from its Government. To fay I wou'd infinuate a {corn 
of Authority in the City, isin-effect, to grant the Parallel 
in the Play: For the authority of . Tumults and Seditions 
is only fcorn’d in it : an Authority which they deriv’d not 
from ‘the Crowz, but exercis'd againtt it. And forthém 


to confefs I expos’d this, is to confe&S that Lowdow was like 
Paris. 


They conclude with a Prayer to Aluighty God: (in 
which I therefore believe the Poet did not club to 
bel the King through all. the Pamphlet, and to pray for 
him ‘in the conclufion , is an a@ion of more prudence 
in them than of piety : perhaps they might hope to be 
forgiven, as one of their Predeceflors was by King Fames 
who after he had rail’d at him abundantly, ended his 
Lampoon with thefe two Vertes. 


Now God preferve our King, Queen, Prince and Peers, 
And grant the Author long may wear his Ears, 
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To take a fhort review of-the whole; “Tis 
manifeft, that there is no fuch Parallel in the 
Play, as the Fattion have pretended : that the 
Story wou'd not bear one where they have plac’d 
it ; andthat I cou’d not reafonably tend one, 
fo contrary to the nature of the Play, and fo rez 
pugnant to the Principles of the Loyal Party. On 
the other fide, ‘tis clear, that the Principles and 
Py aétices of the Publick Enemies, have both formerly 
refembled thofe of the League, and continue to hold | 
the fame Refemblance. It appears by the outcry of 
the Party before the Play was aéted,that they dread- 
ed and forefaw the bringing of the Fattion upon 
the Stage : and by the hafty primting of Mr. Hunts 
Libel, and the Reflections, before the Tragedy was 
publifh'd, that they were infinitely concern’d to 
prevent any farther operation of it, It appears 
from the general confent of the Audiences, that 
Their Party were known to be reprefented ; and 
Themfelves own'd openly by their bifsing, that 
they were incenf’d at it, as .an Objeé& which 
they cou'd-notbear. “Fis évident by their en- 
deavours to fhift off this Parallelfrom T heir Side, 
that their Principles are too fhametul to be 
maintain’: Tis notorious, that They, and They on- 
bj have made the Parallel betwixt the Dike of 
Guife and the Duke of M@. And that in Revenge 


or 








<a ees 


Ss 


= - . ‘ = eee Ss. ~ 
— . . ~T 
ee - 2 = : = 



























56 The Vindication of hat 
for the- manifest likene/s they find in the Parties 


themfelves,they have carried up the Parallel to the 


Heads of the Parties, where there is no Refemblance 


at all. Under which colour, while they pretend to 
adyert upon One Libel, they fet up Another : For 
what refemblance cou’d they fuggelt betwixt two 
perfons fo unlike in their defcent, the qualities of 
theirs minds, and the difparicy of their war-like 
Altions, it they grant not, that there isia Faétion 
here, which is like that other that was in France 2 


fo that if they do not firft acknowledge one Com- 


mon Caufe, there is no foundation for a Parallel. 


Lhe Dilemma therefore lies ftrong upon them ; 
and let them avoid it, if they can’: that either 
they mut avow the wickedne/s of their defiens, or 


- difown the likene/s of thofe two perfons. do fur- 


ther charge thofe audacious Authors, that they 


themfelves have made the Parallel which they cal] 


Mime, and that under the covert of this Parallel 
they have odioufly compar’d our prefent King 
with King Henry the Third. And farther, that 
they have forc’d this Parallel exprefly to wound 
his Majesty in the Comparifon. For fince there is 
a Parallel (as they would have it ) it muft be 
either Theirs or Mine. I have prov’d that it cans 
not pollibly be Mine ; and in fo doing, that it 
muft be Theirs by confequence. Under this 
fhadow all the Vices of the French King are 
charg’d 
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. charg’d by thofe Libellers (by a fide-wind) vs- 
on Ours : And ‘tis indeed the bottom of their 
défign to make the King, cheap; his Royal Byo- 
ther, odious ; and to alter the courfe of the Suce: 


c6/ {fiom 


~ Now after the Malice of this ‘/puttering Trium- 
virgte (Mr. Hunt, andthe Two Reflectors) againit 
the Perfon and Dignity of the King, and againtt 
all that endeavour to ferve him (which makes 
their hatred to his Caufe apparent,) the very 
charging of our Playto be a Libel, and fuch a Paral- 
lel as thefe Ignoramus’s wou’d render it, is almoft 
as great an affront to his Majefty, as the Libellous Pi- 
éture it felf, by which they have expos’d him to his 
Subjects : for it is no longer our Parallel, but the 
Kings, by whofe Order it was Aéted, without any 
fhuffling. or importunity from the Poets; The Tra- 
gedy (cry'd the Faction) is a Libel again{t fuch and 
fach. IMuftrious Perfons,. Upon this the Play was 
fopt,examin'd, acquitted, and order’d to be brought 
upon the Stage :.Net one ftroke in’t, of a Refem- 
blance to anfwer the. Scope and intent of the Comi- 
plaint. There were fome Features indeed, that 
the Iiluftrious Mr. Hant, and his brace of Beagles 
(the Refleétors) might fee refembling theirs. And 
no other Parallel either found or meant, but betwixt 
the French Leaguers and Ours : and fo far the A- 
H sreement 
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ereement held from Point to Point; ‘as true as 
a. couple of Fallies. But when neither the? — 
King, nor my Lord Chamberlam, with otherho» 
nourable Perfons of eminent Faith, Integrity: 
and Underftanding, upon a {tri perufal of the 
Papers, cou’d find one fyllable to countenance 
the Calumny ; up ftarts the Defender of the Char- 
ter, ec. opens bis Mouth, and fays; What dye talk: 
of the King 2? he’s abus’d, he’s impos’d upon.” “Is 
my Lord Chamberlain and the Scrutineers that [uce 
ceed him, to tell US, when the King and ‘the: 
Duke of York are abus'd? What fays my Lord 
Chief Baron of Ireland co. the bufinefs? What fays 
the Livery-man Templer 2 What fays. O¢ the King of 
Bafan to’t 2 We are men. that ftand up for the: 
Kings Supremacy in all Caufes, and over-all Perfons, 
as well Ecclefiaftical as Civil, next and immedi-.._ 
ately under God and the PEOPLE. We 

are for eafing his Royal Alighnefs of his Title tov 
the Crown, and the Cares that attend. any fuch 
Profpect ; and’ fhall we {ee the Kjng:and the 

Royal Family parallel’d at this rate, and not reflect 

upon? ia oF sie 


But to draw to an End. Upon! the laying of 
matters fairly together, what a King have thefe 
Balderdafh Scriblers given us, under the Refem- 
blance of Elenry the Third? How f{candalous a. 

eS Character 
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Chardéter again;rof his Majetbys:linrelling che 
‘World that he is:Libell’d, ands Affronted'to hisface, 
toldvon’t., pointed’ to‘t’, ’ andy:yet neither He -nor 
‘Thole about him canbe broughetot/e' or uadere 
ftand ic: « There needs no more to expound the 
meaning of thefe: People, than to:compare'them 
with Themfelves : wher’iv ewillievidencly:'ap- 
pear, that their Lives and_Converfations; their 
Writings and their Praétices do all take che fame 
Biafs : and when they dare not any longer re- 
vile his Majefty or his Government pomt blank, 
they have an intention to plawthe Libellers in 
Majfquerade, and do the fame thing in a way of 
Myftery and Parable. This is truly the Cale of 
the Pretended Parallel. They lay theis Heads to- 
gether, and compofe «he Lewdeft Character ot 
a Prince that can be imagin’d, and then exhibit 
that Montter to tie People as the Picture of the 
King in the Duke of Guife : $0 that the Libel pafles. 
for current wich’ the Multitude,’ whoever was the 
Author of it : And it will be but Common jfu- 
ftice to give the Devil Mis due. But, the truth 
is, their contrivances are now fo manifeft, thar 
their Party moulders both in ‘Town and Coyfi- 
cry : (for | will not fufpe& that there are/any 
of them left in Court.) Deluded well/eaners 
come over out of honefty, and fmall “ASnCo's 


eut of common difcretion, of fear. None will 
fhortly 
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fhortly remain. with them, but men of de{perate 
fortunes.or: Entbufiafts: thofe who dare notask 
pardon; becaule they have transgrefs'd beyond it, 
sand thole who, gain by-Confufion, as Thievesdo ’ 
‘by Fires: to whom fargivene/s were as vain , as 
a ‘Reprieve to.condenin'd: Beggars; who muft hang 
Without.it, ,or fterve'with it... >. rive 


























